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PROLOGUE

J ames Devereaux stood on the rugged volcanic cli;sb the kreafers 
crashed in the distance ke,ore the ree,p creating a magni’cent 

swectaclep nature.s raAp wrimordial woAerz y gentle kreeBep ,ragrant 
Aith ,rangiwani and saltH sea swraHp ruFed his hair as he surveHed the 
wristine Ahite sandH keach nestled in a sheltered kaH keneath him 
someAhere on the southernmost tiw o, -aliz qe ,elt comwletelH at ease 
and contentz Sor the ’rst timep in Ahat ,elt life an eternitHp he exweP
rienced a wro,ound sense o, calmp an oasis o, weace and tranTuillitH 
amid the chaos that had dominated the latter wart o, his li,ez qis wastp 
Aith its swectre o, ,ear and uncertaintHp Aould ,orever ke etched in his 
memorHz -ut herep on this AindsAewt headlandp he ficfed kacf and 
revelled in a rare moment o, solacez

qe Aas sa,e here at the Eur, Ehacf qotelp a sanctuarH o, simwlicitH 
in this remote corner o, the Aorldp a haven run kH his good ,riendp VeP
terp and a grouw o, lifePminded individualsz NheH Aere koth escawees 
,rom the un,orgiving Aorld o, highPstafes tradingp the merciless deP
mands o, investment kanfing culturep and the relentless wressure to 
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wroduce and mafe moneH “ craBH amounts o, moneHz ?n this secluded 
waradisep theH had sAawwed their ,renBied li,estHles ,or more leisurelH 
wursuits” a meal in relaxed comwanHp a drinf Aith true ,riendsp not 
AorrHing akout the car theH oAned or the Aatch on their Aristp soafing 
uw the sun and akove allp sleewing Aellz

'Seels life old timesp eh EcikkHp keing together againOM Veter reP
marfed as he edged closer to his ,riendz

'?jm James Devereux noAp mateHpM EcikkH reminded him TuietlHb 
he Aas noA a Vrotected Verson Aith a neA identitHz 

'Y, coursepM Veter agreedp inclining his headp '? should rememker 
thatp even Ahen no onejs aroundzM

NheH koth loofed doAn to the keach Ahere EcikkH.s girl,riend Aas 
wlaHing Aith his children and her oAn tAo little onesz Eensing their 
gaBep Walee Aaved and !ashed a smile ke,ore returning her attention 
to the children in her carez

'Does she fnoAOM Veter asfedz 
EcikkH shoof his headz 'Kot at allpM he rewlied candidlHp 'she thinfs 

?.m 3ust another one o, those Unglish tutor dudesp someone Aithout 
a wot to wiss inz -ut ? thinf she loves me ,or Aho ? ampM he addedp 
smiling contentedlHz

'? thinf she doesp tooz èou.re koth so hawwH Ahenever ? see Hou 
togetherz èeahp ?.ve noticed Hou tAop ,or surezM

EcikkH changed the suk3ectz 'Nhis wlace is so unswoiltpM he okP
servedp tafing a sAig o, his keer and glancing kacf at the sur,ers 
wrewaring to ride a kigp ,astPmoving Aave at the tow o, a sAellz

'4ejre determined to feew it that AaHGM Veter stated emwhaticallHz 
'?t used to ke 3ust sur,ers herep Aith kasic accommodationz NheH 
attracted a ,eA locals Aho sold ?ndonesian ,ood coofed on owen ’resb 
there Aere no kars or restaurantsz 4e onlH got mains Aater last HearpM 
he exwlainedz 'Nhere.s a single dirt tracfp and Aejre right at the end o, 
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itz Nhere.ll ke no commercial develowment hereb Ae.ll mafe surepM he 
added Aith convictionp committed to wreserving the wristine coastal 
landscawe on Ahich the ,arm and singlePstoreH hotel stoodz 'Jasminep 
mH Ai,e and kusiness wartnerp has keen here over ten Hearsz Ehe.s the 
one Aho oAns the ,arm kehind us and wrovided the land on Ahich Ae 
kuilt the hotelp as ,oreigners can.t oAn wrowertHzM 

'Wafes sensez 4hat hawwens on the ,armOM EcikkH enTuiredz
'4e groA ,ruitp some vegetaklesp a ,eA herksz 4ejve got a thriving 

kusiness suwwlHing some o, the highPend hotels on the mainlandz 
4ejre in discussions to suwwlH one o, the inP!ight catering comwaniesz 
NheH life the TualitH o, the things Ae groApM Veter revealed wroudlHz 

'Eounds greatz Do theH need anH helw ,ruit wicfingp wlantingp odd 
3oksOM EcikkH asfed enthusiasticallHz

'?jm a,raid Ae can.t emwloH Houp mH ,riendz Nhere are strict rules 
akout emwloHing ,oreignerspM Veter rewliedz '-ut Hou could give a ,eA 
hours o, Hour time each Aeefp then Hour kar kill might ke tafen care 
o,p i, Hou fnoA Ahat ? meanz qoA does that soundOM

'4orfs ,or mezM
'?.ll sweaf to Jasmineb ?.m sure she.d Aelcome Hour helwpM Veter saidp 

nodding to himsel,z
'4ould Hou life another keerOM EcikkH asfedp wointing to Veter.s 

nearPemwtH kottlez '?.ll wut them on mH takGM he 3ofedz '? Aon.t ke 
longpM and he set o; on the short triw to the karz

EcikkH made his AaH kacf Aith the keersz ys he awwroachedp he 
could see Veter Aas loofing out to seap deew in thoughtz qe Aatched 
the sur,ers on the karrelling Aaves sAeewing across the kaHp the Aind 
kleA Aisws o, greHing hair wrotruding ,rom under his ,avourite hatp a 
,aded maroon -ordeaux -ügles rugkH cawp a team he suwworted since 
his universitH daHsz Veter did his Aorf wlacement at an industrial !our 
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mill on the kanfs o, the river 6aronne in -ordeauxp owwosite the 
district o, -üglesp Ahich had a wro,essional rugkH teamz 

'Nhere Hou gopM EcikkH signalledp handing Veter a keerp ',or a moP
mentp Hou seemed miles aAaHzM

'èou.re rightpM Veter rewliedp smiling kroadlHz '? Aas 3ust thinfing 
akout Ahen Ae ’rst met at the Yllie all those Hears agoz ynd do Hou 
rememker Ahen ? kailed Hou out at C0rich airwortp toof Hou uw to Etz 
WoritB Ahen Hour !ight Aas cancelledOM 

'? rememker clearlHpM EcikkH said enthusiasticallHz '? recall ? Aasn.t 
,eeling too chiwwer that morningb Hour client gave me one o, those 
Rnderkergs to sort me outz 6ood timespM he addedp clinfing his kottle 
against Veter.sp mafing eHe contact Aith his ,riendz 

-ut EcikkH fneA he Aas lucfH to ke alivez qis involvement in an 
illicit kond trading sHndicate had almost resulted in an earlH checfPout 
,rom this Aorld untilp thanf,ullHp he.d escawed it all kH mafing a 
li,ePchanging decision” giving evidence against his ,ormer associatesz 
KoAp he had a neA identitH and lived o;Pgridp kut in constant ,ear 
kecause noA that those convicted had done their timep theH might 
come a,ter him seefing revengez Yne thing Aas certain” he Aouldn.t 
ke going kacf to KeA èorfp 2ondonp or C0rich anHtime soonz

Veter.s mokile rangz '? Aon.t ke a minutep Wr JamespM Veter said 
Aith a grinb he rememkered to address EcikkH using his neA identitHz 
'?.ve keen called to recewtionz ? Aonjt ke longzM

'6o ,or itpM EcikkH rewliedz 'Eee Hou shortlHzM  
ys Veter returned to the hotelp EcikkH loofed out to seaz qis mind 

dri,ted to a time not so long agop a turkulent chawter in his li,ez Livid 
memories o, another existence !ooded his thoughtsp triggering a surge 
o, raA emotions that crashed over him life the kreafers on the shore 
in ,ront o, himz 
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Floodlights illuminated a stunning, sleek, ultra-modern, dazzling 
white building in the foothills overlooking Lake Geneva. The house was 
superbly designed with angular walls, sparkling glass panes, and the 
indoor swimming pool twinkling through the heat-reflecting glass on the 
floor below - an architect’s dream. The lawns were neatly manicured, 
which edged a sweeping limestone, paved driveway leading to several 
original wooden outbuildings lower down the gentle slope on which the 
house stood. Inside one of the outbuildings  – a wood-framed barn now 
restored as a garage – sheltered an impressive line-up of prestige cars: 
a De Tomaso Pantera G3, a Porsche 911 Turbo S, and an Audi RS 5 
parked side by side. A space where the M-class Mercedes usually stood 
was empty; his estranged wife had taken it, along with their children, to 
stay with her mother. 

From the dimly lit garage, a man emerged from the darkness, his 
head hung low, as he traipsed towards the front door, letting himself in. 
He made his way up to the unlit study on the first floor, which resem-
bled a scaled-down trading floor at one of the investment banks, with 
magnificent views over Lake Geneva through full-length, triple-glazed 
windows, illuminated by the ethereal glow of a Sturgeon moon. On one 
wall, a giant floor-to-ceiling screen displayed live-streamed stock and 
bond prices, with candlestick charts showing intricate price movements 
from the world's major exchanges and price discovery venues. Soft spot-
lights recessed in the ceiling prevented glare, ensuring the screens could 
always be seen clearly without unwanted reflections, which might obscure 
the prices they displayed. Air conditioning maintained the room at a 
constant 18° Celsius. The walls were painted matt white on which hung 
original paintings by lesser-known contemporary artists. Two identical 
brown, leather high-backed chairs sat on the light oak-planked floor. A 
substantial glass table dominated the middle of the room, on which sat a 
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banker's lamp and a large iMac displaying the same price information 
as the floor-to-ceiling screen. 

The man switched on the banker’s lamp, his gaze drifting aimlessly 
around the room. He slumped into one of the high-backed chairs; eyes 
now fixed on an antique, silver-framed family photograph. The im-
age captured him in happier times with a beautiful woman and their 
adorable twins, a handsome boy and a pretty little girl. Tenderly, he 
picked up the photograph, his heart heavy with bittersweet emotions. 
Then, carefully, he removed the photograph from its frame, his eyes 
lingering on the children. He tore the photograph in two, pressed a kiss 
onto the image of the twins, and put it back inside the frame as he 
struggled to contain his feelings. A letter opener on the desk caught his 
attention. Suddenly, he grasped it and gouged the woman’s face in the 
other half of the photograph, fighting back tears as he did so. It was a 
vicious act, a physical manifestation of his troubled state of mind. The 
desk shook violently and knocked the picture frame to the floor, which 
shattered, shards of glass flying everywhere like the remnants of his past. 

The man opened a drawer in the desk's pedestal and looked inside. A 
small brown plastic pill bottle labelled: ‘Wr 7harles Ecikkerasz VroBac 
:…mg takletsz Nafe one a daHz Do not tafe Aith alcohol’z He grabbed 
the bottle, opened it, and upended some of the pills onto the desk staring 
at them, lost in dark thoughts. Then he produced a near-empty bottle 
of whisky from a lower drawer; the label read: 'Nhe Wacallan LMj. He 
removed the stopper, popped a pill in his mouth, and chased it down 
with a slug from the bottle, draining it. Leaning back in the chair, tears 
welling up, he closed his eyes and began to rock himself gently back and 
forth.

After a few moments, he picked up the photograph of his beloved 
children from the floor, gazed at it fondly, and gently put it in the 
breast pocket of his jacket. He gathered some pills and dropped them into 
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the palm of his hand, before letting them fall. Next, he opened another 
bottle and drank heavily from it. He shuffled to the vast panoramic, 
sliding windows and peered out at the magnificent gardens, the rustic 
barns and the fine sports cars within, towards the lake and mountains 
beyond. It was raining hard; the wind lashed the rain against the heavy 
windowpanes. Scibby recognised himself as the man who began to weep 
again; he couldn’t understand why his life had turned out as it had.

'yre Hou ofaHOM Veter asfedp kringing EcikkH kacf doAn to earthp 
',or a momentp it seemed Hou Aere miles aAaHzM

'? AaspM EcikkH rewliedp his voice thicf Aith emotionp '?.m kacfp 
?.m hawwH to saHzM 

'qerep tafe one o, thesepM Veter saidp Aith a com,orting smile as 
he wassed his ,riend another keerz '? thought Ae could use a couwle 
morezM

EcikkH toof a sAig as he savoured the keerjs !avour and awwreciated 
the momentz

'?.ve keen AonderingpM he saidp changing the suk3ectp 'most o, the 
guests staHing here are Houngstersp studentsp weowle tafing some time 
outOM

'6o onpM rewlied Veterp loofing to EcikkH to comwlete his Tuestionz
'4hat hawwens Ahen weowle can.t settle their killp or theHjve no 

moneHp there.s a kad connection to the card netAorfs and the transP
action is declinedp or theH simwlH lose their AalletOM

'4e 3ust tafe their wasswort details and some ,orm o, addresszM 
'Kothing elseOM EcikkH remarfed incredulouslHz
'Kot TuitepM Veter continuedp 'weowle usuallH waH ,or their room in 

advancep so it.s onlH their extras theH have to settle Ahen theH leavez ?, 
Ae get fnocfedp Ae add a drinf here and a couwle o, drinfs there to 
other guestsj killsp Ahich usuallH does the tricfz Wore o,ten than notp 
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theH waH Ahen theH get homep so it doesn.t come to anHthingb Ae never 
lose outzM

'? seepM said EcikkHp thought,ullHz 'Just life old timeszM 
Veter chucfledp kut said nothingz
'4hat.s ,or dinnerO ?.m starvingpM he asfedp changing the sukP

3ect as the tAo ,riends Aandered kacf to 3oin the other guests at the 
hotel.s keach karz Nhe sun had descended keHond the horiBon and 
cast a crimson gloA over the seap the keachp and the kar Ahere theH 
noA stoodz Nhe diePhard sur,ers Aere sloAlH returning to the hotelb it 
Aould surelH ke another en3oHakle evening on the -ufit Veninsulaz  

?n this remote corner o, the Aorldp amidst the crashing Aaves and 
the camaraderie o, ,riendsp James Devereaux had ,ound temworarH 
reswite ,rom his tumultuous wastz
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TO THE CITY

C harles Scibberas was born in a depressed area of South Lon-
don. From the very beginning, he stood out with his al-

mond-coloured skin and his crown of thick, black curly hair. The only 
son of a Maltese father and a Nigerian mother, he was a beautiful baby 
on a maternity ward ;lled with uniformly white newbornsx a striking 
e’ception, and an early symbol of an increasingly diverse world devel-
oping beyond the hospitalHs walls.

Gis early years were marked by adversity, which left an indelible 
mark on his life. Gis father, an oil rig worker, and his mother, a ded-
icated nurse at St 'eorgejs Gospital in Tooting, provided the foun-
dation for a loving family. Gowever, a devastating accident shattered 
their world when an articulated lorry collided with their car during a 
rare family outing. Charles bore the brunt of the tragedyx his parents 
were killed instantly, his tiny body was grievously inAured, and both 
his legs were crushed. 

Emidst a series of surgeries and months of painstaking physiother-
apy, discussions about what would happen to the little boy took place. 
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The prospect of returning him to his motherjs family in Lagos, Nigeria 
arose, but it was a harsh life even for the able-bodied, and his inAuries 
posed an even greater challenge. qn a world seemingly devoid of op-
tions, the compassion of his motherjs dearest friend, Teresa Fallon, 
and her husband, Embrose, provided a lifeline. They adopted Charles, 
welcoming him into their hearts and their home.

Teresajs love and dedication knew no bounds as she cared for 
Charles through multiple surgeries and throughout his childhood. qn 
return, Charles sought to repay her kindness in any way he could, 
working diligently toward his recovery. Though Teresa had two sons 
of her own, her bond with Charles was uniWue, born out of his greater 
need for her care, love, and support.

Es Charles grew up, he battled against his physical limitations, 
determined to overcome them. ‘hile football remained a challenge, 
he discovered his aptitude for racWuet sports, where his limping gait 
didnjt hinder his prowess. Gis education took him to the same school 
as his adopted brothers, Frank and Garvey, and he soon earned the 
nickname DScibbyH. Yespite his physical diBerences and the curious 
stares of some teachers who had never encountered a child of colour 
before, Scibby was a hard-working student. Gis desire to please e’-
tended to nearly everyone in his life, a testament to his deep-down 
gratitude for the blessings hejd received along his arduous road to 
recovery. Oet, as he would discover, this overwhelming eagerness to 
please would lead him down a treacherous and shadowy path and 
would eventually threaten his very e’istence.

‘hen he left school, Scibby did what his brothers had done and 
headed straight to the City of London one of the principal centres of 
global ;nance. 

Elready in the City, Garvey hadnHt been enthusiastic about helping 
Scibby with his Aob search, but a parent of one of his friends at the 
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tennis club stepped in - a personnel manager at 'oare Gutton 7 a KR 
blue-chip investment bank. 2ersonal recommendations went a long 
way in those days, and ScibbyHs case was no e’ception. Yespite the 
colour of his skin, not having been to university or achieving stellar 
E-level grades, Scibby was invited for an interview and maths based 
aptitude tests. Scibby was oBered a Aob as a trainee currency trader, one 
of three positions the bank ;lled from over ;ve hundred applicants. 

The Aob involved long hours, 9.II a.m. starts, and drinks after work 
with other banks and money brokers, so it added up to a long day 
once travel was factored in. –ut Scibby loved itx it was fast-moving, 
often noisy and hectic, with traders shouting orders and engaging 
in friendly, and not-so-friendly, banter. qt was de;nitely not a Aob 
for the faint-hearted. Trainees who made mistakes that cost the desk 
money had to endure the humiliation of wearing a lemon and orange 
Yay-'lo high-visibility vest with DSNEFKH printed in big black letters 
on the back. Knderneath, in slightly smaller writing, was D'o on, ask 
me what it meansH. SNEFK stood for Situation Normal All Fucked 
Up and was an Emerican military e’pression meaning a foul-up, a 
mistake. qn addition to humiliating the wearer and giving the dealers 
a good laugh, wearing the vest was meant to teach the trainees a lesson 
so they wouldnHt repeat it. Trainees would get two outings in the vestx 
a third, usually resulted in the sack. 

The Aob of currency trader started as a position keeper in the bankHs 
treasury department, which in those days involved keeping a manual 
record of the bankHs holdings across thirty-si’ currencies and business 
units within the 'oare Gutton 'roup, answering phones, and help-
ing out with whatever needed doing. Trainees were encouraged to ask 
Wuestions no matter how stupid they seemed, even though some of 
the e’perienced traders ridiculed them. The Aob had less glamorous 
aspects too, such as getting the teas and coBees for the traders, running 
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errands, and getting their lunch. ThatHs what a trainee currency trader 
did, and everyone in the room had started out the same way. qn those 
days, manual records were updated on large whiteboards elevated on 
a platform on the dealing 8oor, displaying handwritten information 
in black marker pen on the amount of money the bank held in each 
currency 7 their positions. 

Scibby was good with ;gures and he found the work interesting but 
repetitive. So far, he hadnHt had to wear the SNAFU Aacket. Ge was 
well-liked and received good reports, which meant that at his annual 
review, heHd get a bonus of about si’ monthsH salary if he was lucky. 
This was nothing compared to the bonuses the e’perienced traders 
received, which could easily top si’ ;gures. Efter eighteen months, 
Scibby spotted a posting for a trainee Vurobond trader on the staB 
notice board. Ge applied and got the Aob, partly because his boss 
contacted the bankHs head trader and put in a good word. Ge started 
a month later. 

E Vurobond was a debt instrument, similar to a loan, denomi-
nated in a currency diBerent to the country in which it was issued. 
Vurobonds enabled governments and businesses to raise money. DVu-
robondH meant that the bond was issued outside the currencyHs home 
countryx it didnjt mean the bond was issued in Vurope, although at 
the time, many Vurobonds were. The Vurobond market started in 
qtaly in the 0?ZIs as a new way of ;nancing maAor infrastructure 
proAects like road-building. Vurobonds e’ploded in London in 0?üZ 
after D–ig –angH, when foreign banks scrambled to buy investment 
banks and brokerage houses in the City. Vurobonds were generally 
issued in KS dollars, and London had become a popular centre for 
primary issuance and secondary market trading. So why dollars, and 
why London3 Efter all, it wasnHt normal in the 0?ZIs to issue sterling 
bonds in New Oork or Yeutschmark-denominated bonds in :zrich. 
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The answer4 London was and remains a global ;nancial centre, and 
LondonHs e’perienced investment banks had ready access to KS dol-
lars. 

These banks also had formidable in-house talent to search out 
new mandates and persuade their best revenue-generating clients that 
Vurobond ;nancing was ideally suited to them. qnternational clients 
were eager to diversify the currency mi’ of their portfolios. –ack then, 
because Vurobonds were issued in bearer form rather than registered, 
as they are today, they were almost anonymousx no one knew, least of 
all the ta’ authorities, who actually owned them. Enonymity remains 
highly valued by traders, investors and criminals alike for various rea-
sons 7 to evade ta’ and to launder money and is one of the recurring 
themes of this book. Enonymity played a large part in the growth 
of the Vurobond market, particularly in the early days. Gere was an 
opportunity to buy anonymous bearer securities, paying ta’-e’empt 
interest, an opportunity too good to miss. 

The Panama Papers e’posed how heads of state, politicians, busi-
nessmen, banks, and the Ma;a use the worldHs ;nancial networks to 
hide billions of dollars. qn the early days of the Vurobond market, 
some of the ;rst to buy these new securities were e’iled dictators who 
hoarded money abroad or had plundered countries during ‘‘qq. 
–ecause of its strict secrecy laws, Swit5erland became the centre where 
most Vurobonds were bought by indigenous Swiss banks and branch-
es of foreign banks or their subsidiaries that operated there. –y the 
mid-0??Is, Iapanese investors became highly active in Vurobonds. 
The Vurobond market e’isted for the same reasons that propelled its 
growth in London and :zrich from the earliest days4 ta’ evasion, ta’ 
eJciency, and money laundering. 

Yuring the meteoric rise in Vurobond asset prices in the early 
0??Is, ScibbyHs reputation grew from competent trainee to that of a 
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successful trader who consistently made money and was popular with 
the people he worked with. Ge was also popular with the back-oJce, 
who processed the trades after the bonds had been traded. More-
over, his reputation Wuickly permeated the close-knit international 
Vurobond community. ‘hen diBerent departments within 'oare 
Gutton called the Vurobond desk for prices, it often took several 
minutes for the traders to compute an accurate ;gure, especially in the 
more volatile currencies. Scibby took it upon himself to put together 
a spreadsheet and update it every morning early, before the trading 
day began, which factored in the diBerent variables aBecting the price 
and perceived risk of a particular Vurobond or currency option the 
bank traded. qt became known as The Greeks, named because of the 
diBerent letters of the 'reek alphabet, delta, theta, gamma, and rho, 
which measured diBerent aspects of risk related to each Vurobond. For 
this, Scibby received a generous bonus and all the while, his reputation 
continued to grow.

Soon, Scibby was head-hunted to :zrich, now the epicentre of 
the Vurobond market, to work for Stadtbanc, a massive Emerican 
bank with a global presence in eighty-si’ countries and a maAor trading 
operation in Swit5erland. For the ne’t two years, Scibby and his boss 
made millions of dollars trading Vurobonds in bull markets, enAoying 
generous e’-pat salaries, large bonuses, generous e’pense accounts, 
and perksx the companyjs ski-lodges in Yavos and Rlosters were no 
more than two hoursH drive away.

Scibby wasted no time in availing himself of the fringe bene;ts 
and bought a well-appointed apartment atop an oJce building on 
MythenWuai. ‘ith outstanding views over the lake and located near 
the Strandbad 7 the only sandy beach on the shores of Lake :zrich 
7 complete with a trendy lido, it was one of the up-and-coming ad-
dresses in Swit5erlandHs largest city. 
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Et twenty-four, Scibby thought he had arrived.
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EIDELMAN BROTHERS

H arvey Fallon was, until recently, a market-maker at a boutique 
U.S. investment bank but had moved over to become an in-

ter-dealer broker (IDB) at a newly established brokerage house in the 
City. He hadn’t yet made an explosive impact on the European trading 
community, but he had built some strong relationships at the Tier-2 
investment banks. Following Scibby's recommendation to his boss 
Alan Stark, Harvey was hired by Gurney Mayweather Ross in their 
quest to capture more European deal fows, especially ;rom American 
banks, among the most active in the capital markets. Harvey’s boss and 
Alan Stark had known each other ;or years and occasionally helped 
each other source talent. Inter-dealer brokers were paid a commission 
on each trade they intermediated, so everything depended on Onding 
buyers and sellers ;or the investment banks to trade with, enabling 
traders to execute their strategies without the market knowing who 
was behind the dealsK that’s why they used an inter-dealer broker. It 
didn’t matter whether a trade made a proOtK that was down to the 
trader as long as the brokers were paid their lucrative commissions, 
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which were baked into the price o; every deal. IDBs got paid on both 
sides o; the trade with commissions payable by both the buyer and 
seller.

But things weren’t going well ;or Harvey. He tried every trick in the 
book to get a Tier-: American bank to talk to him without success. 
Rumours abounded at the cozee machine‘ there was to be a Orm-wide 
review o; each desk, and brokers not generating commissions to meet 
the company's hurdle would be let goK that's how it worked at the 
inter-dealers. Harvey needed to land a whale, a big-ticket trader at a 
top-tier investment bank, to help him beat the cull everyone knew was 
coming. The desk was so worried they had taken down a makeshi;t 
basketball hoop and got rid o; the gol;-practice putting cup they used 
to pass the time when markets were quiet, even though the company 
provided table ;ootball, located next to the open-plan kitchen. 

Harvey heard on the grapevine that Eidelman Brothers, a Tier-: 
bank, had hired a new ;emale trader in 1ondon, trading Belgian gov-
ernment bonds or L1Ls as they were known‘ a punchy character by 
all accounts. It was part o; a broker’s 0ob to have an ear to the ground, 
and be on the lookout ;or market intelligence. This was a nugget, 
valuable in;ormation to a broker, as long as it could be monetised. 
Lnly a hand;ul o; women traded the markets, 0ust two at Eidelman 
Brothers. This person had very quickly established a reputation as 
being super-aggressive and she always dealt in siVe, the 8big tickets’ 
Harvey was a;ter. 'Big tickets' was industry 0argon, meaning orders 
over USD :?? million in value. Brokers were intimidated by herK she 
didn’t do small talk and only cared about getting her orders Olled. 
Her name was ElVe Fontaine, but at Gurney’s she was known by her 
nickname, the Puff Adder, a;ter the viper responsible ;or the most 
;atalities in A;rica and its naturally aggressive disposition. Everyone in 
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the markets had a nicknameK whether they knew or not was another 
matter.

Harvey had been trying ;or weeks to charm his way into ElVe’s 
busy diary, but Orst, he had to get her to take his calls. He'd ;aced a 
barrage o; re0ections that would have made even the hardiest broker 
wilt. Each call was like walking on eggshells, but he was determined 
to keep trying. A;ter all, what did he have to lose” This time, it might 
be the call to change his ;ortune. Every broker who was struggling to 
hit target thought that 9 the success;ul ones had all broken through 
sooner or laterK it 0ust went with the territory. But Harvey knew this 
was not a rehearsal, not a drillK it was battle stations, time was running 
out 9 he had to make it happen. 

Harvey put in another call to Eidelman Brothers, WMorning. ElVe 
on L1Ls. It’s Harvey ;rom Gurneys.! The noise and chatter o; the 
busy dealing room could be heard momentarily be;ore a person re-
sponded tersely, 

WShe’s oz the desk. Call back.! There was a 'click', and the line went 
dead. 

This abruptness might have seemed ozhand, but it was normal, 
brokers were used to it. A ;ew minutes later, Harvey called again. 
The background noise was louder this timeK two people were barking 
orders above the buVV o; the ;renetic trading room. 

WHarvey  Fallon  ;rom  Gurneys.  I'd  like  to  speak  with  ElVe 
Fontaine.! 

WShe’s still oz the desk,! the voice shouted, and be;ore he could 
say any more, the line clicked out. Harvey, immediately redialledK this 
time, he stood up to help himsel; relax and make his voice sound less 
stressed.

 WHarvey Fallon ;rom Gurneys,! he repeated, conOdently.
WGurneys line two, ;or ElVe,! the voice said and put the call through.
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WYhat is it” I’m busyP! The sound o; raised voices o; traders buying 
and selling bonds made it di5cult to hear clearly. 

Harvey raised his voice, WMorning. It's Harvey Fallon. I've been 
trying to reach you. I have some great contacts. I can Oll your orders. 
Try me. I’m goodK you’ll see3! 

There was a pause as the line clicked out. ElVe had taken another, 
more important callK then‘ WIt doesn't work like that.! Click. Harvey 
was cut oz. Unphased, he dialled again. Fortunately, ElVe picked up. 
Be;ore she could say a word, Harvey, in his most charming voice, 
0umped in, W1et me get your lunch today, ElVe”! 

WI don’t do lunch. Too busy,! she snapped.
WI’ll bring it to you. Anything you like 9 anythingP! he said, desper-

ately trying to maintain his enthusiasm and ;orcing himsel; to smile, 
hoping his positive energy would somehow be transmitted to ElVe. 

There was another pause, then‘ WGot to go.! Click, and this time 
the line went dead. Harvey was crest;allenK he honestly thought he'd 
broken through. Lne o; the seasoned brokers who sat nearby by on 
another desk overheard the exchange and broke his silence, 

WAt least she didn’t tell you to ;oxtrot oscar,! Dave said. Foxtrot 
Oscar was an alternative way o; saying ez oz. W7ice one, keep it going,! 
he continued, encouraging Harvey. He respected people who kept 
on, trying to break through. Everyone knew it was di5cult but every 
success;ul broker had done it at one time or another. WRe0ection gets 
easier, believe me. I can tell you’re winning, ;or sure.! 

Dave didn’t usually say much and kept himsel; to himsel;. David 
Duggan had been a sergeant in the British Army, dishonourably dis-
charged ;or striking an o5cer when a mission to rescue an in0ured 
comrade had gone disastrously wrong. 

WFeels like crawling over broken glass,! Harvey said despondently 
as he took a call ;rom another client. He leant back in his Aeron chair 
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and ran his le;t hand through his hair, he was exasperated by the heavy 
li;ting he was doing to try and land the Eidelman' account. Yhen the 
call ended, Harvey let the telephone handset tumble ;rom his hand, it 
crashed noisily to the desk.

WFly shit,! he muttered, a re;erence to the tiny commission he'd 
earned on the trade. It wasn’t worth his while taking the call.

1ater that morning, Eidelman Brothers called unexpectedly.
WEidelmans' ;or Harvey. 1ine two,! shouted a trainee. Harvey im-

mediately went into Oght-or-fight mode‘ heart rate up, pupils dilated, 
cheeks fushedK he was ready ;or action and another verbal shoeing 
;rom the person he was trying so desperately to trade with. This time, 
Harvey loosened his tie and stood up to take the call,

WGood a;ternoon, ElVe 3!
WI've got an order. Are you ready”! ElVe demanded, cutting him oz.
WSure,! replied Harvey eagerly, believing he was about to hit the 

0ackpotK his Orst trade with the 1ondon o5ce o; the mighty Yall Street 
behemoth, Eidelman Brothers, 7ew 4ork.

WTwo pastramis on rye, no butter, no pickles. Two Olter cozees with 
skimmed milk and two brown sugars on the side. Lh, and a slice o; 
apple pie. Ask them to warm it, not nuke it. Get it ;rom Birley’s or 
Aran’s on Cheapside, got it”! 

WDone. Yhere shall I deliver it”! he asked, trying to disguise his 
bitter disappointment.

WThe messenger’s window, ground foor. Get it now, alright”! 
Click, the line went dead.

W4es, madamP 7o, madamP Three bags ;ull, madamP! Harvey raged 
into the, now disconnected, handset. W7ot one order ;or lunch, but 
twoP That’s taking the piss.!

Dave chuckled. WLz you go then. Don’t keep your tier-one wait-
ing.! 
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WFoxtrot oscar,! Harvey replied, directing his ;rustration at Dave, 
while trying to suppress a toothy grin. 

Harvey stood and plucked his 0acket ;rom the hanger suspended 
;rom the headrest on the back o; his Aeron chair. He took a deep 
breath be;ore heading out on his errand, perspiring a;ter what he'd 0ust 
been throughK and all he had to show ;or it was an order ;or somebody 
else’s lunch.

Twenty minutes later, Harvey approached the messenger’s o5ce in 
the loading bay beneath the Eidelman Brothers' building. He tapped 
Ormly on the window to attract the attention o; the person studying 
the Racing Zost. A;ter an extended pause, the window slid openK 
warm, stale air ;used with cigarette smoke escaped and went straight 
up Harvey's nostrils.

W4es, guv”! said the messenger. He was irked that someone had 
interrupted the most important part o; his day. 

WI've brought lunch ;or ElVe Fontaine on L1Ls, third foor. Can 
you see she gets it right away”! Harvey said eagerly. 

W4es, guv. I only took a bag o; hot ;ood up a ;ew minutes ago. A 
lot o; grub goes up there every day, I’m telling you,! the messenger 
revealed in a thick East End accent. 

WDon’t worry, it’s all good. I'd be grate;ul i; you could see she gets 
it all the same.!

WDon’t worry, mi ol' mucker. I'll see that she does.!  
The messenger completed another line on his betting slip and set 

the carrier bag down next to it, closed the window, and returned to 
studying the ;orm. Harvey didn’t think ElVe would see his delivery 
much be;ore the two o’clock, that was the time the race at Nempton 
Zark was ozK the time o; the Orst race on the betting slip, which he 
noticed hadn’t yet been time-stamped by the bookies, it was now :.:ü 
p.m. 
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Harvey got his own lunch on his way back to the o5ce. Back at his 
desk, a message appeared on Bloomberg Instant Messenger, one o; the 
price-indication services used by brokers and traders in the days be;ore 
YhatsApp or Telegram. It was ;rom ElVeK it read‘ Thanks for lunch. U 
going to IBTA next week” 

Harvey winged it and responded straight away‘ Yes. Lunch if you 
have time? 

Almost immediately, a message came back‘ I’m buying! 
Harvey was ecstatic. There was only one problemK he didn’t have a 

ticket and he knew they were oz-the-scale expensive. 
The International Bond Traders Association's annual con;erence 

was where the great and the good ;rom the world's capital markets 
gathered to discuss topics o; mutual interest‘ market in;rastructure, 
trading and settlement cycles, market regulation, and best practiceK all 
the stuz that most traders did their best to avoidK they le;t post-trade 
activities to their back-o5ce. The main reason people attended this 
fagship event was to see and be seen. Representatives o; Onancial 
institutions ;rom the ma0or Onancial centres were there in ;orce, and 
the ozshore centres were well represented too‘ Bermuda, the Cayman 
Islands, Mauritius, 1uxembourg, Monaco, Guernsey, and the Isle o; 
Man all promoting the Made In Tax Haven brand. The opportunities 
to network were why so many attended, this was where relationships 
were ;orged and consolidated ;ace-to-;ace, where expense accounts 
were maxed out by brokers in their ;rantic ezorts to entertain their 
most proOtable clients and, more importantly, keep them ;rom being 
entertained by their competitors.

Harvey turned to Dave and beckoned him closer, WHere, Dave,! 
whispered Harvey, WEidelmans have invited me to lunch in 7aples 
next week.! 
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WMate, that’s great news. But even though you've been invited, 
you’re still the broker. 4ou pay. That’s how it works, don’t ;orget. It’s 
not a bloody dateP! Dave opined, keeping his voice low. WBut either 
way, you’ve had a resultP! 

WYell, I have, and I haven’t,! replied Harvey despondently.  
WYhy's that, mate”! Dave asked, wondering whether Harvey was 

suited to the cut and thrust o; li;e as an inter-dealer broker, with the 
emotional highs, the bitter disappointments and the lows that so o;ten 
went with it. 

WI've been invited to lunch next week in 7aples, and I haven’t got a 
sodding ticket,! Harvey hissed under his breath, trying to conceal his 
;rustration ;rom the rest o; the desk.

WYell done, mateP! Dave congratulated Harvey enthusiastically. 
WIt’s not every day a broker gets invited to lunch by an investment bank 
;rom The Street. But whatever it costs, you’ll make it all back, and 
some, ;rom the commission on your Orst trade. Ye’ve got to get you a 
ticketK they're a bit steep, mate,! he cautioned, beginning to share his 
considerable con;erence experience with the younger man. 

WHow much”! Harvey asked, a concerned look on his ;ace.
W1et me seeK about two bags.! 
WHow much”! Harvey exclaimed, again trying to muNe his voice 

;rom the rest o; the desk.
WA bag o; sand is a grand. That’s two thousand pounds sterling to 

you, mate,! Dave said. 
WSod oz, you’re having a laugh,! Harvey responded in disbelie;. 
WSeriously mate, that's what they cost. I’ll have a word upstairsK 

I'm seeing one o; the MDs ;or drinks tonight,! Dave explained, in a 
rare moment o; team spirit directed at his colleague. In the cut-throat 
world o; inter-dealer broking, it was usually every broker ;or himsel;. 
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WMarshalls are hosting the darts this month,! he continued. WYe 
take it in turns. Even though we compete hammer and tongs with 
our rival brokers, we cooperate in areas o; mutual interest‘ helping to 
resolve each other’s trade queries, paying market claims ;or interest on 
bonds not due to us, on the understanding that i; we help them out 
when a mistake is made, they’ll do the same ;or us when we're on the 
receiving end o; a snafu,! he counselled, enlightening Harvey on bond 
market conventions and Gurney's back-o5ce processes.

WMakes sense,! he said thought;ully. WDo you think I’ll get the 
green light”! Deep down, Harvey had his doubts.

WI can’t say ;or sure, mate. All the bigwigs want to go. Top man-
agement like to be seen at this fagship event, but let me see what I can 
do,! Dave promised. WI; the worst comes to the worst, I’ll pay ;or the 
ticket, you can reimburse me when you book your Orst trade.!

WReally” That’s very good o; you,! Harvey said appreciatively. He 
couldn't understand why Dave was being so supportive.

WDon’t worry about it, mate. 4ou’d better get a hotel sorted,! he 
counselled.

Harvey took Dave's advice, but as he'd le;t it to the last minute, he 
couldn’t get a hotel in 7aples ;or love nor money. All he could get was 
a room O;ty kilometres away in Sorrento. He'd have to shuttle back 
and ;orth ;rom the con;erence each day.

Yhen Harvey arrived the next morning ;or the market brieOng, 
Dave was already two cozees in. In a rare display o; excitement, he'd 
got in early to deliver the news that Harvey could go to the con;erence. 

W4ou’ve got the green light, mate, but it comes with a couple o; 
strings attached,! he announced, chuzed that he’d helped to get Har-
vey the go-ahead. 

WStrings” Yhat strings”!
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WLne‘ the top brass don’t want you showing up at any client-hosted 
events they attend, and two‘ i; you ;ail to land the Eidelman account, 
you’ll have to repay the cost o; the ticket plus any exes you incur.! (Exes 
was short ;or expenses).

WA poisoned chalice, i; you ask me,! Harvey responded de0ectedly. 
W7o, mate, you’ll be One. Believe me,! Dave replied, trying to reas-

sure Harvey. WDid you book fights and a hotel”!
WI’ve booked a hotel out o; town. It’s all I could get. I have a fight 

via PQrich, because o; the con;erenceK all the direct fights are booked,! 
Harvey conOrmed sheepishly.

WMate, I told you it was popular. 7ow, how much fash money are 
you taking”!

WFive hundred euros,! Harvey replied conOdently. 
WMate, that’s nowhere near enough. Take two bags in :??-euro 

notesK it takes up less room and says you mean business when you 
open your wallet,! Dave counselled. WBear in mind most bars and 
restaurants in Italy don’t take plasticK it’s too expensive, they pre;er 
cash. And you don’t want to go hunting ;or an ATM when you’re 
with clientsK otherwise, some other broker will 0ump in. 4ou can bet 
your house on that,! Dave said emphatically, pleased to give Harvey 
the beneOt o; his considerable con;erence experience. 

A ;air point, thought Harvey, and he took Dave’s advice on board.
Dave was the senior broker on the currency desk ad0acent to Har-

vey’s, who had been around the block a ;ew times during his 22 years 
in the City. He'd attended several IBTA con;erences over the years 
and was well regarded in the market. Dave’s customers were private 
clients, most o; whom were ex-;orces, com;ortable doing business 
with a ;ellow comrade-at-arms, someone who'd seen three active tours 
o; duty in one o; the most dangerous theatres o; urban war;are in the 
:…j?s 9 7orthern Ireland.
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It was Harvey’s last day in the o5ceK he was departing ;or 7aples 
later that a;ternoon. Harvey had popped out to grab a sandwich when 
two brokers ;rom another desk on the other side o; the building 
approached the coat stand outside the kitchen area. They were up to 
no-good and intended to sabotage Harvey’s suitcase. This was 0ust one 
o; the antics brokers got up to when they discovered a colleague was 
to go travelling. They would remove clothes and replace them with 
newspapers, or super-glue cases shut. Dave knew what was in play and 
strode purpose;ully towards the two, smiling broadly and pointing to 
the sink in the open-plan kitchen.  

W1adies,! said Dave addressing the two and pointing to a pair o; 
yellow rubber gloves on the sink, Wi; I see either o; you lay a hand on 
that suitcase, I’ll put on a rubber glove and stick my Ost where the sun 
don’t shine. Is that clear”! 

W4es, Dave. Crystal,! one said, as they both stopped dead in their 
tracks.

W7ow, bugger oz back to your desk,! Dave growled. The two im-
mediately turned tail and scrambled back through the doorway with 
Dave and the rubber glove in pursuit. 

Ln Harvey’s return ;rom lunch, Dave gave Harvey some tips on 
what to do when he was away‘ declining every other drink ozered 
to stand a better chance o; remaining lucid and going to bed be;ore 
midnight i; the opportunity arose. 

WHave you got the three Zs”! Dave asked.
WThe three Zs”! Harvey said, ;urrowing his brow.
W4es. Zassport, plastic and prophylactics.!
WCheck,! he responded conOdently.
WIn that case, I think you're all set,! Dave remarked as he walked 

Harvey ;rom the o5ce, down the staircase, and out o; the building 
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towards the underground station on Cannon Street, a short distance 
away.

WThanks ;or your help, Dave,! Harvey said as he shook his hand 
be;ore parting companyK he knew he was ;ortunate Dave was helping 
him out.

WGood hunting, mate. I; you need to talk while you’re away, call 
me anytime, day or night. I; you need me to do anything, 0ust let me 
know.!

WI’m most grate;ul,! Harvey said. Yhat had he done to deserve this 
special attention ;rom Dave, he thought”

WAnd don’t worry, mate, I’ll cover your linesK you can rely on me. I 
won’t dick you around. 4ou ;ocus on landing the Eidelman account, 
the rest will ;all into place.!

WCheers, Dave. I owe you,! Harvey said grate;ully.
WDon’t worry about it, mate. Have a good one and 0ust make sure 

you bag the Eidelman account.!
Harvey was excited as he boarded the tube to Heathrow. Yith his 

con;erence ticket secured, he had plenty o; cash and was determined 
to impress ElVe Fontaine, the intimidating trader he hoped to onboard 
as his clientK he was all set. At Terminal ü, Harvey navigated the busy 
airport while contemplating the career-making opportunity that lay 
ahead o; him. This wasn't 0ust a business tripK it was a chance to land a 
game-changing client, a whale, and there was a good chance he'd have 
lunch with ElVe during IBTA's fagship event. Harvey was absolutely 
intent on making the most o; his Orst industry con;erence.

As he settled into his seat on the Orst leg o; his fight to 7aples 
via PQrich. Harvey couldn't help rehearsing in his mind what he was 
going to say to ElVeK should he discuss emerging trends in the bond 
markets, their mutual interests, or perhaps the best restaurants in 
7aples” 
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The pressure was on.



4

IBTA CONFERENCE

I t was another early start for Harvey who awoke to a glorious 
Neapolitan sunrise. The Excalibur Hotel was a grand, if a little 

dated, building set atop limestone cli-s overlooking the sweeping 
crescentBshaped jay of Naples with the pretty island of Ischia in the 
distance. Its maPestic dormant volcano stood out in the foreground, 
dominating its much smaller neighbour 'rocida, with the city of 
Naples Pust visible in the distance at the far end of the bay.

Harvey  skipped  breakfast  and  went  straight  outside  to  the 
concierge and the hotel limousine heMd booked the evening before. 
The immaculate black Cercedes EB–lass took him to the venue in style 
D a castle repurposed as a highBend conference and exhibition centre D 
next to the harbour in the old town of Naples. In the capital markets, 
impressions were important, and Harvey was determined to make an 
impact. 

He was glad heMd followed ’aveSs advice and avoided going large 
the night before by tracking down his exBcolleagues now at the rival 
Vrms he knew were in town. That would have undoubtedly resulted 
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in a late night, endless games of spoof, with a mandatory visit to 
the punishment tray, which contained hideous randomly madeBup 
alcoholic drink combinations for the loser to down in one go. Uor 
sure, there would have been the obligatory visit to the gentlemenSs 
clubs, fertile ground for brokers to meet traders and all expensed as 
:–lient Entertainment,S of course. Harvey felt sharp as he arrived at 
the conference centre having spared himself those ordeals.

It was early Cay, the weather was set to be Vne and sunny over 
the coming days. Ureshly ground co-ee and warm pastries were being 
served in the large, shaded courtyard for the delegates to enPoy. Lfter 
collecting his badge and conference pack, Harvey began working the 
crowd, while keeping an eye out for ElOe. Harvey marvelled at the 
grandeur of the event, a gathering of some of the worldMs sharpest VB
nancial minds, but he had only one obPective1 convince ElOe to become 
his client.

Harvey moved through the sea of delegates D men in tailored 
suits with designer ties and women wearing business haute couture 
D scanning each face for a glimpse of the formidable ElOe Uontaine. 
Eventually, he spotted her amidst a group of traders engaged in anB
imated discussion. Fhe exuded conVdence among her male peers, it 
both intrigued and intimidated him. Fteeling himself, Harvey took a 
deep breath and purposefully approached the group. ElOe was making 
a point, but with her signature curt manner she acknowledged his 
presence, recognising him instantly from his headshot in the conferB
ence brochure, while the rest of the group paid him little attention. 
The conversations that ;owed were a mixture of technical insights and 
trading strategies laced with industry Pargon. Harvey did his best to 
keep up, all the while checking to see that he was making a favourable 
impression on ElOe. Ls the day progressed, Harvey found himself 
speaking directly to ElOe and others in the group as they discussed 
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advanced trading strategies and market trendsé they even cracked the 
occasional Poke. HarveyMs e-orts were paying o-, he was establishing 
his credibility and gradually gaining ElOeMs respect.

Harvey picked his moment to speak privately with ElOe and sugB
gested lunch. ElOe was receptive, reminding him discretely that lunch 
was on her. They agreed to meet the following dayé he would choose 
the restaurant. Harvey was delighted, heMd held his own with the 
traders heSd met during the conference, and heSd secured lunch with 
ElOe herself. Lll he had to do now was to get ElOe to agree to become 
his client.

Lt various locations, Harvey noticed signs inviting delegates, who 
hadnSt already done so, to register if they wanted to attend the 
endBofBconference party. IjTL conference parties were legendary, alB
ways held at spectacular venues, always on a Thursday evening and 
always with blockbuster bands headlining the entertainment. Uleets 
of luxury coaches transported delegates to and from the party venue 
from pickBup points at the maPor hotels in the host city. 2nce inside, 
there were more surprises1 magicians, Pugglers, acrobats, and other 
attractions, including a temporary tattoo parlour and a man who 
could cut a personSs silhouette from a piece of card in seconds. These 
and other concessions were all provided to entertain and wow the 
conference delegates, some of whom had come on their own. There 
was a choice of food to suit every taste and several fullBscale bars serving 
everything from expertly made cocktails, premium beers, and Vne 
wines to spirits and champagne, all included in the ticket price. Lll 
one had to do was register so logistics for transport and catering for up 
to four thousand people could be Vnalised. Ls always, it was a poorly 
kept secret where the afterparty would be held, but Harvey knew from 
talking to ’ave that it would need a siOeable venue to accommodate 
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so many people. The organisers usually went for national stadia or 
racecourses, such was the scale of the event. 

The conference ended at W1‘z p.m. when drinks and beautifully 
prepared canap?s were served in the shade provided by a series of 
massive awnings deployed in the courtyard, now that the sun had 
moved round in the sky. HarveySs Vrm èurney, Cayweather, and 0oss 
sponsored the afterBconference drinks and the –E2 addressed the 
delegates, welcoming them with some carefully chosen words. It was 
all good publicity, and despite the warning about Harvey not turning 
up to events to which his senior management had been invited, they 
knew who he was, and some of the managing directors seemed genB
uinely pleased to see him. jut as Harvey knew only too well, when it 
came to lucrative client commissions with bulgeBbracket Vrms, looks 
could be deceiving. 

2ptimistically, Harvey thought ElOe might make an appearance, 
but after nearly two hours, there was no sign of her. Lfter speaking 
with some of the delegates, Harvey said his goodbyes intending to 
return to his hotel so as not to overstay his welcome. Harvey rememB
bered ’aveSs advice1 he would have an early dinner on the hotelSs 
terrace and keep his powder dry for another evening. 

jefore he left, Harvey registered for the party by scanning his pass at 
the registration desk. 2utside, the earlyBevening sun was shining, and 
so he changed his mind and took a stroll around the harbour a short 
distance away before making his way back to the hotel. He set o- and 
pulled his 0ayBjan Lviator sunglasses from the inside pocket of his 
Packet. Harvey discovered a harbour with a busy deepBwater port and 
two marinas adPacent to it. The harbours serviced the passenger boats 
and hydrofoils, taking hordes of dayBtrippers and passengers from 
cruise ships moored nearby to the beautiful island of –apri. –apri was 
Vfty minutes away by express ferry, and the port served other popular 
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destinations on the LmalV coast on the other side of the headland 
in the èulf of Falerno. The Carina Fan Urancesco was where private 
yachts moored, the Carina èrande where visiting cruise ships and 
other vessels were berthed, along with boats for private charter. 

Harvey noticed two powerboats moored to a large yellow buoy in 
the middle of the Carina èrande and decided it was no coincidence. 
These impressive craft probably belonged to one or two of the deleB
gates, Harvey thought, a big swinging dick ready to impress a fellow 
trader or client with the siOe of his toys. Ls it happened, he was right. 
Ls Harvey would later discover, both belonged to the same person 
who used one to race his mechanic in the other.

2n the morning of HarveySs scheduled lunch with ElOe, he felt 
trepidation and excitement. Jould she turn up as agreed5 Jould he 
say the right things, and imperatively, could he persuade ElOe and 
Eidelman jrothers to become his client5 Uor the conference, Harvey 
spent more than he otherwise would and bought a new dark blue 
jrioni suit paired with a light blue Herm“s tie, which he wore with 
a crisp white ”ermyn Ftreet shirt, hoping to impress ElOe. The restauB
rant heMd chosen was renowned for its superb Italian cuisine, a Vtting 
choice for an important business lunch with this mustBwin Jall Ftreet 
prospect. Lrriving a few minutes early, Harvey felt tense. He desperB
ately wanted to impress ElOe Uontaine with his market knowledge but 
he didnSt want to appear overBconVdenté but somehow, he Pust had to 
land this account.

ElOe arrived promptly, powerBdressed in a sharp business suité she 
looked energetic and determined, like her picture in the conference 
pack. Fhe wore a grey skirt and Packet D a designer label no doubt D he 
thought, a white poplin openBnecked blouse with a yellow and blue 
patterned Herm“s scarf fastened by a gold scarf ring. ElOeMs blouse had 
double cu-s, blue silk knot cu£inks, and she wore a small –artier rose 
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gold FantosB’umont watch on her left wrist, along with a gold –artier 
:RoveS bracelet. They exchanged greetings, and Harvey couldnSt help 
notice that she seemed more relaxed than heMd expected. His tension 
began to ease as they settled into a corner table, which Harvey had 
viewed the evening before, with a panoramic view of the harbour and 
its busy port.

The conversation ;owed naturally as they discussed market trends, 
recent trades, and some of the challenges they faced in the dynamic 
world of sovereign bond trading. Harvey was pleasantly surprised to 
discover that ElOe had a sense of humour hidden beneath her arB
madilloBtough exterior. They shared some laughs recounting industry 
anecdotes and market mishapsé Harvey told the story of an Indian 
trader desperately trying to :cancelS a KF’ Yz million trade, but misB
understood by his broker, who thought he wanted to sell his position. 
Jhen asked repeatedly by the broker what he wanted to do with the 
bond, his client replied, :can sellS, and the broker placed a sell order 
in the market, followed by another, then another, until he realised his 
mistake.

ElOe was particularly interested in HarveySs insights into European 
bonds and his expertise gained at èurney Cayweather 0oss. He felt a 
sense of validation as he explained his strategies and predictions, and 
it was becoming evident that ElOe valued his input, his incisive market 
commentaries, and his alternative perspectives, or so he thought. Ls 
the lunch progressed, Harvey realised this was becoming more than 
Pust a business meeting. They discussed their backgrounds, indusB
try experience, and interests outside work. ElOeSs guarded demeanour 
had softened, and she began to open up about her Pourney in the 
maleBdominated debt capital market.

Harvey listened intently, drawn to ElOeSs singleBminded determinaB
tion and tough resilience. Fhe had faced her fair share of challenges and 
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discrimination over the years but had persevered and risen through the 
ranks. Her story inspired him, and he felt a genuine connection formB
ing between them. 2ver co-ee, ElOe surprised Harvey by suggesting 
a potential collaboration between their respective Vrms. Fhe saw real 
value in his expertise and believed their combined e-orts could lead 
to proVtable business. Harvey was delighted. It was a breakthrough 
moment he had been working toward ever since ElOe Vrst took his call.

Then ElOe surprised him again, 6jy the way, have you entered the 
race on Thursday57 

6No. IMve not heard about that.7 Harvey replied, worried heMd given 
the impression that he wasnSt in the loop.

6ItSs Vve qYzz in the pot, winner takes all. The Vrst one from the 
harbour to the island of –apri by any means. ISm in,7 ElOe declared. 
6ItSs a bit of excitement, isnSt it57 she added enthusiastically.

6How do I get involved57 replied Harvey, fearing he had missed out 
on this prestigious event.

6Fee the –lit. HeSs the organiser.7 
Harvey looked at ElOe in disbelief. 6!ouSre kidding. LrenSt you5 Is 

this a windBup57
6ThatSs his name. Theo –litheroe on –redit ’efault Fwaps at UulB

ton Fterling jrokers.7
What were his parents thinking when they named him? Harvey 

thought.
6IMm on it. IMll track him down as soon as I get back to the conferB

ence,7 Harvey replied emphatically, he had to get himself staked.
They ended lunch on a positive note, exchanged coordinates and 

agreed to work together. ElOe handed Harvey her business card, which 
read1  

ELZE FONTAINE – BOND TRADER
Eidelman Brothers
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They walked back to the conference together and shook hands.
6Caybe IMll see you later,7 ElOe said, as she prepared to head o- to 

another meeting. 6–ome and see me next week in Rondoné thereMs 
deVnitely stu- we can do together.7

6IMll call you to conVrm, ElOe,7 Harvey said, pleased with his changB
ing fortune. 

6Lnd hereMs TheoMs number. HeMs expecting your call.7 Fhe passed 
him the number sheMd scribbled on the handwritten bill for lunch. 

Ls they went their separate ways, Harvey couldnSt help smiling 
to himself. HeMd not only secured the Eidelman jrothersM account, 
but heMd also begun to forge a genuine relationship with one of the 
emerging stars in the sovereign debt market.

The Pourney to this point had been Vlled with challenges, rePecB
tions and some bitter disappointments. HarveyMs dogged determinaB
tion and his refusal to take no for an answer had all been worth it. 
Harvey Uallon had proved himself in the ultraBcompetitive world of 
interBdealer broking, and he was ready to face whatever lay ahead. 
There was now a new player in town, and Harvey was determined to 
make his mark alongside ElOe Uontaine, the whale he needed to secure 
his future. Harvey called ’ave back at the mothership to discuss the 
race to –apri. 

He called ’ave on his own landline. Lfter two rings, ’ave anB
swered, 6Lfternoon. èurneySs, Harvey UallonSs line, ’avid ’uggan 
speaking.7

6’ave, itSs Harvey. HowSs it going57
6Lll good, mate. HowSs the conference5 Have you bagged the EiB

delman business yet57 
6I think so. jut keep it under your hat. IMve got another meeting 

next week but the direction of travel is good,7 he said enthusiastically. 
6Fpeaking of travel, I need to ask your advice, ’ave.7 
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6Fhoot,7 he replied, eager to put Harvey at ease.
6Have you heard of the clit57
6!es, mate. HeSs on the –’F desk at Uultons. Jhy57
6The word is that at Vve oSclock Thursday evening, thereSs a race 

between some brokers and traders out here. ItMs from the port in 
Naples across the bay to –apri, where the endBofBconference party is 
being held. HeM the organiseré itSs a monkey to enter, winner takes all.7

6Lny restrictions on the mode of transport57 ’ave en9uired.
6No. I donMt think so. 'eople have booked racing yachts and the likeé 

one bloke has even chartered a hydrofoil and ISve seen two powerboats 
in the marina covered by tarps. ElOe tells me sheMs entered and now that 
ISve met her, she doesnSt strike me as someone who would be happy 
Pust to make up the numbers. Jhat do you suggest57

There was a pause. 
6–hopperZ7 ’ave said suddenly. 
6–an you repeat that57 replied Harvey as he hurriedly increased the 

volume on his mobile.
6Helicopter, mate. To win it, charter a helicopter for the short hop 

to –apri.7 
6Fteady on. ThatSll cost an arm and a legZ7
6!our winnings should more than cover it. Even if only ten people 

take part, thatSs Vve grand in the pot. The trip wonSt cost more than 
two, thatSs for sure. !ouSll have some change left to buy the victory 
drinks by my reckoning,7 ’ave countered, sounding like heSd done 
this sort of thing before. 6Fhall I make some en9uiries57

6èo on then. ISll call you later. Thanks for everything. ISve got to 
go.7 

623, Harvey, byeO7 
The next morning, over breakfast, Harvey browsed through his 

conference pack, including the delegate and speaker proVles. ElOeSs 
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highBdeVnition headshot had been professionally taken. Fhe was outB
side standing on a rooftop in the –ity of Rondon with the iconic 
MèherkinM at Ft. Cary Lxe in the background. Harvey guessed ElOe was 
in her late twenties or early thirties, having met her the previous day. 
Harvey thought she was reasonably attractive, her light brown shoulB
derBlength hair styled into a bob. Her face was narrow, and her skin had 
few ;aws upon which foundation had been delicately applied with a 
hint of blusher around her high cheekbones. Her nose and forehead 
had a few freckles, but Harvey thought they made her look cute. It was 
a serious pose D no smile, her intense green eyes seemed to glare at him 
from beneath her dark eyebrows conveying a sense of determination 
and purpose. Her teeth were perfectly white, protruding slightly from 
beneath her full lips to which burgundy lipstick had been carefully 
applied, perhaps by a professional makeBup artist Pust before the shot. 

Harvey called ’ave again. ”ust as before, after two rings, 6Corning, 
èurneys, Harvey UallonSs line, how can I help57

6Hi ’ave, itSs me. ISve nailed the Eidelman account,7 Harvey anB
nounced triumphantly.

6Ftone the crows, thatSs bloody marvellous, mateZ7 ’ave exclaimed, 
unable to restrain his delight. 6Jell done, mate. The top brass will be 
pleased, theySve been trying to get another line into them for a long 
while. Have you told anyone57

6No. I thought ISd leave it until next week when IMm back and IMve 
booked a couple of tradesé then ISll know itSs for real.7 

6Uair comment,7 ’ave said. 6Lnyway, ISve booked the chopper for 
Y1zz p.m. local time on Thursday. –avanaghSs have a heliport at the 
Fan Febastian pier.7

6JhatSs the damage57 Harvey asked, pleasantly surprised yet apB
prehensive about what it was going to cost.
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6Fixteen hundred 9uid, mate, cheaper than I expected. ISll send 
you conVrmationé itSs got all the details, including directions to the 
heliport.7 

6Thanks, ’ave. The beers are on me when I see you next Tuesday,7 
said Harvey, ending the call. ’ave chuckled, he understood the double 
meaning of those four little words.

Thursday afternoon arrived. Harvey had tracked down Theo 
–litheroe to enter himself in the race and staked his Vve hundred 
pounds. He received conVrmation of the helicopter charter by email 
from ’ave and saw it had been paid for. The helicopter would be 
standing by on Thursday for a hot start at Y1zz p.m. sharp for the short 
hop to –apri.    

2thers had chartered yachts or rented other boats of di-erent 
shapes and siOes, some with large inboard enginesé there was at least 
one Aqua Riva on the water. 2ne person was hitching a lift with a 
microlight pilot taking o- Vve kilometres inland. The pilots of the two 
powerboats in the Carina èrande stood by, their powerful inboard 
engines idling in low revs to disguise their participation in the dash to 
–apri. In all, about Vfteen waterborne craft were taking part. 

Harvey arrived at the pier at W1‘z p.m., underwent a cursory safety 
brieVng, then boarded the waiting helicopter, its rotors spinning in 
preparation for a fast takeo-é the noise of the turbine was deafening. 
2nce aboard, the pilot handed Harvey a set of headphones. Ls Y1zz 
p.m. approached there was a burst of activity in the main harbour as 
the competitors got underway. The two powerboats revved into acB
tion and created huge swells that were transmitted across the harbourMs 
surface, bu-eting some of the other boats in the race, impeding their 
progress.

Ls the powerboats roared away, Harvey thought he recognised one 
of the crew D ElOe. Fhe was with one of the traders heMd been introB
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duced to by her the day before. joth boats had cleared the marina wall 
and were now in open water, full throttle, bouncing high along the 
wave crests D destination –apri. It was Y.z‘ pm when the helicopter 
received clearance for takeBo-. The pilot increased the revs, pulled up 
on the cyclic causing the helicopter to lift o- then scud forward, its 
nose angled slightly downwards. Jithin seconds it was into the cruiseé 
it, too, cleared the marina and was in pursuit of the two powerboats. 

Lll the other craft had been left behind, dead in the water, their race 
over before it had even begun. The pilot came over the headset and 
announced that due to a special event on a decommissioned aircraft 
carrier anchored o- the islandMs north coast, the KFF HornetSs ;ight 
deck had been specially designated as a helicopter landing site until 
midnight the next day. This allowed AI's to be transported to and 
from the party along with the bands providing the entertainment, 
rumoured to be Earth Jind and Uire and the jYGs. This unexpected 
change in his fortune left Harvey in no doubt who Top Gun would be. 

The powerboats were now close by, and Harvey signalled to the piB
lot to descend and :buOOS the two craft. The pilot smiled and promptly 
swooped down on the two powerboats at their maximum speed. HarB
vey waved to ElOe and her fellow competitors, who were surprised to 
see him but responded by waving back with loud blasts on their air 
horns. Ls they approached the headland, the massive ‘Y,zzzBtonne 
KFF Hornet D famous for its role at the jattle of Cidway in JJG 
and for recovering the Lpollo 44 astronauts from the 'aciVc 2cean D 
came into view, its titanic presence dwarVng everything around. The 
helicopter landed e-ortlessly on the carrierSs wooden ;ight deck, and 
as Harvey stepped from the cockpit, the pilot handed him a small 
paper printBout of the Pourney log, which read1 Take-off SSH:17.03 
landing special designation USS Hornet:17.21. 
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The pilot gave the thumbs up, and Harvey returned the gesture, 
then he ducked and ran to the edge of the carrier deck to see the 
powerboats approaching the 9uayside. ElOe looked towards him, wavB
ing enthusiasticallyé her smile held a warmth he hadnSt seen before. 
Harvey returned the wave before he was beckoned below decks by 
the event stewards and into the KFF HornetSs cavernous hangar bays, 
which were ready to receive and entertain the delegates. 

Jhen Harvey met up with ElOe, she seemed genuinely pleased to 
see him. Fhe greeted him warmly with a kiss on each cheek as they 
mingled with other delegates who were Pust starting to arrive D some of 
the most in;uential Vgures in global Vnance. ElOe introduced Harvey 
to the pilots of the two powerboats and some other traders, fund 
managers, and several –E2s he hadnSt met before. It was a surreal 
experience, to be among such Vnancial megastars as their e9ual.

Ls the evening progressed, Harvey and ElOe were engrossed in conB
versation. It was as if the rest of the world had faded away, and they 
were in their own little bubble, sharing ideas and discussing Vnancial 
engineering in the global capital markets to make serious money. 2nce 
again, ElOe seemed genuinely interested in his insights, and Harvey 
felt a renewed sense of purpose. Towards the end of the evening, 
ElOe formally invited Harvey to visit Eidelman jrothersM oRces the 
following week. It was a signiVcant step forward. Fhe also o-ered him 
a lift to the airport the next day for the Pourney back to the K3é Harvey 
knew he had secured the Eidelman line and was on his way.

En route to NaplesS –apodichino airport, they found themselves 
stuck in a traRc Pam, thanks to another traRc accident on the notoB
rious Italian roads. ElOe missed her ;ight, and with all the other direct 
;ights to Rondon full that day, Harvey suggested that she Poin him on 
his ;ight to Rondon via Surich. Fhe agreed. Lt Surich airport, they 
were forced to kill time until the Q1Yz p.m. ;ight to RondonSs –ity 
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airport, and so they did some shopping in the bouti9ues and highBend 
fashion outlets, ending their impromptu shopping spree with drinks 
and dinner at Re Fablier, a place known for its excellent Urench cuisine 
in SurichSs 3loten airport with its opulent interior decor, ex9uisite 
bar, and fabulous rooftop terrace. ’espite Harvey o-ering to pay, 
ElOe picked up the tab again. Harvey couldnMt have dreamt of a better 
outcome to his Vrst IjTL conferenceé life was good, he thought to 
himself.
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ELZE FONTAINE

E lze Fontaine said she was the product of a liaison between her 
mother and a much older man, a GP at a practice in Sukol' 

with whom she.d had an akairI yn those dags, a stiAma was attached 
to children born out of wedloc', especiallg if one parent was alreadg 
married and a prominent member of the communitgI 

Elze attended boardinA schools her whole lifeI WlthouAh she was 
supported vnanciallg, she 'new her father no lonAer wanted angthinA 
to do with her or her motherI xhen she turned twelKe, Elze sat the 
entrance eBam and attended a prestiAious Airls. school in qentI yn the 
siBth form, surrounded bg pupils from a-uent families, Elze beAan 
to ta'e an interest in her fellow boarders and what their parents did 
for a liKinAI Cefore liAhts out one eKeninA, she Ruizzed her room“mate 
?ristina, who was from ”omaniaI

 T?ristina, what do gour parents doVN she as'ed directlgI
Txhat do gou meanVN ?ristina said, Ruite surprisedI Elze neKer 

usuallg enAaAed her in meaninAful conKersationI
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TMow do theg earn their liKinA, gou 'nowV xhat do theg do in 
”omaniaVN

Tșh ges, theg both wor' Kerg hardI xhg do gou as'VN ?ristina 
answered, furrowinA her browI 

Txell, y need to decide what to do with mg lifeI y–m as'inA around 
to see what–s out there, Aet some ideas, gou 'nowIN 

TDg parents founded ”omania–s vrst priKatelg owned mobile tele“
phone compangI Uheg met in the armg durinA national serKice when 
”omania was a communist countrg under the dictator President 
?eau5escuI Coth were electrical enAineers in a veld communications 
unitI xhen democracg was restored, some of their unit set up a priKate 
telecommunications networ' in and around CucharestI yn the earlg 
dags, theg positioned their sales aAents in popular locations around 
the citg so people could ma'e telephone calls wirelesslg eKen thouAh 
people didn–t own a mobile phone and landlines were reserKed for the 
elite,N ?ristina eBplainedI 

TUhen, as mobile phones became more akordable, theg started 
sellinA them too, subsidisinA the cost of the handset to encouraAe 
Areater adoption but charAinA their customers more for calls and teBt 
messaAes, an unusual business model in those dagsI Cac' then, onlg 
domestic calls on their networ' were permitted, but it proKed eB“
tremelg popular, and theg eBpanded their serKice to other towns and 
citiesI Uheg eKentuallg sold out to a European compangIN

TMow much did theg ma'eVN Elze as'ed matter“of“factlgI 
THnfortunatelg, not the moneg theg eBpectedI Uhe ”omanian 

AoKernment interKened and too' the biAAest share, as without the 
state–s inKolKement, the deal would neKer haKe Aone throuAhI Dg 
parents continued to wor' lonA hours when theg set up call centres 
in Cucharest, tappinA into the larAe number of Araduates ; students 
Juent in at least two foreiAn lanAuaAes, as well as ”omanian ; that the 
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uniKersities churned outI Since then, theg.Ke eBpanded: now theg own 
call centres in ”omania, Poland and seKeral other countries in Eastern 
Europe, emploginA seKeral hundred people and supportinA some of 
the world–s most successful online e“commerce brandsIN ?ristina was 
pleased with how she recounted her storg in near faultless EnAlishI

TUhat–s interestinA, than' gouI Good niAht, ?ristina,N Elze said and 
suddenlg turned out her liAht, pretendinA to Ao to sleepI Elze didn–t 
realise what a tremendous achieKement this wasI 

Wnother Airl 6enng, was a maëor in the Critish Wrmg and was posted 
to or close to conJict zonesI 6enng onlg Aot to see her father for one 
or two wee's a gear, and one gear, she didn–t see him at allI Uhat 
career didn–t seem desirable eitherI șther Airls– parents were lawgers 
for international vrms in the ?itg, and one or two wor'ed for in“
Kestment ban's in Oondon and 4ew !or'I Elze wanted to do some“
thinA where the opportunitg for vnancial reward depended on one–s 
own endeaKours without relginA on othersI She often reJected on her 
strenAths and the possibilities theg miAht okerI She was Aood at sports, 
preferrinA indiKidual rather than team Aames7 tennis, badminton, and 
swimminAI She alwags went on the school s'i trips and Ruic'lg became 
a provcient s'ierI Elze was fearless on the slopes and concentrated on 
improKinA her techniRueI Cut most of all, Elze had an eBtraordinarg 
abilitg to inJuence people, and to somehow, Aet them to see her point 
of KiewI

jurinA a Auest lecture at the school, a trader at one of the inKest“
ment ban's in Oondon AaKe the siBth form a tal' about the ban', the 
dikerent diKisions, and a hiAh“leKel oKerKiew of what each department 
didI yt was a liAht“bulb moment for Elze, as she now understood what 
an inKestment ban' wasI Dost importantlg, she was one of the few 
female traders at the time, eBplaininA what she did7 buginA and sellinA 
corporate debt in the form of bonds, ta'inA proprietarg positions 
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and then manaAinA those positions and their associated ris's to ma'e 
moneg for the ban'I Mer name was Fenella ShoFn: li'e Elze, she had no 
parents and attended Elze–s school, Uhe Stratford ?olleAe, eiAht gears 
earlierI

Fenella was immaculatelg dressed in a Areg tailored ëac'et and s'irt, 
with a white poplin blouse, a ?artier watch, and Love bracelet ëust 
showinA from the cuk on her riAht handI Elze was immediatelg im“
pressed bg the person on staAe: it was as if she was spea'inA to her 
personallgI Elze hunA on her eKerg word as she eBplained a dag in her 
life as a bond traderI jurinA the tal', the students were inKited to as' 
RuestionsI Elze as'ed most of them7

Txhat–s the biAAest ris' gou haKe eKer ta'en at the ban'VN 
Txhat would gou do if gou couldn–t wor' as a trader eKer aAainVN 
Wnd one that made eKergone lauAh7 Txhat.s gour faKourite sonA of 

all timeVN
Fenella was surprised bg her Ruestions: she felt as if she were beinA 

interKiewed and aKoided answerinA them directlgI ynstead, she inKited 
Elze to chat with her after the tal'I

Cg the end of the eKeninA, Elze 'new that becominA a trader was 
preciselg what she wanted to doI She decided she didn–t want to Ao 
to uniKersitgI yn her opinion, it was a waste of time and would set her 
bac' three gears on her career path7 she.d be denied three gears– tradinA 
eBperience, forAo three gears– salarg, and most importantlg, three gears– 
worth of bonusesG For Elze, AoinA straiAht to the ?itg when she left 
school was a no“brainer and ma'inA moneg would become her blind 
obsessionI

xhen the auditorium was dismissed, Elze approached the staAe, 
climbed the steps, and once aAain, she as'ed, Txhat is the biAAest ris' 
gou.Ke ta'en at the ban'VN 
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TGood Ruestion,N Fenella said thouAhtfullgI TGenerallg spea'inA, 
as a trader, gou haKe to follow what the ban'–s economists and strate“
Aists thin' about which wag the mar'et is AoinA: that–s 'nown as the 
core strategyI xhile there is some latitude to ta'e gour own Kiew from 
the core, gou must operate within gour tradinA limitsI !ou can–t ëust 
decide to do gour own thinA, and if gou did and lost moneg, gou 
probablg wouldn–t be around for Kerg lonAIN

TCut if gou made moneg, that would be alriAht, wouldn–t itVN
T!es and no,N Fenella repliedI She couldn–t understand Elze–s ma“

turitg, the sophistication of the Ruestions from the gounA person 
standinA before herI 

TUhe oKerridinA factor is not that gou haKe made moneg: it–s the 
fact gou didn–t follow the Kiew of the ban'.s strateAists, which gou haKe 
an opportunitg to challenAe eKerg morninA at the mar'et brievnAsI 
Uhe Kiew ta'en is if gou.re not helpinA to proKide the solution, then 
gou–re part of the problemIN

Tș'ag, y understandI xhat about the second Ruestion7 yf gou 
couldn–t wor' in the ?itg, what would gou doVN

TUhat–s easgI y.d become a s'i instructor in WustriaIN
Txhg WustriaVN
TCecause y–m from SalzburAIN Fenella replied, Twe haKe some of the 

best s'iinA in the world, gou 'nowIN
Elze had one more ace up her sleeKeI T?an y haKe gour business 

cardVN she as'ed, loo'inA Fenella straiAht in the egeI Fenella felt as 
if she was beinA interroAated and thouAht the Ruestion“and“answer 
session had Aone far enouAhI Cut all the same, she reached into her 
blac' leather Dulberrg handbaA and obliAed the gounA ladg with her 
cardI 
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Txhg don–t gou Kisit the oJce with a few of the Airls,N Fenella 
suAAestedI Tyf it–s not too busg, gou could spend some time on the des' 
and Aet a better understandinA of what y doIN  

Elze was thrilledI Ty.d li'e that Kerg muchI xhenVN she as'ed eBcit“
edlg, bouncinA from foot to footI

TWs' gour form teacher to contact me and we.ll ta'e it from thereIN 
Uhat eKeninA, bac' in her room, before liAhts out, Elze 'ept loo'inA 

at Fenella.s business cardI yt read7
FENELLA SHOËN – BOND TRADER
Jax Bank Internationale 
From then on, all Elze could thin' about was becominA a traderI 

Ws it turned out, Elze didn.t Aet the opportunitg to Ao to uniKersitg, 
eKen if she.d wanted toI xhen she turned eiAhteen, she discoKered 
her bioloAical father had since died, leaKinA her ëust enouAh moneg to 
complete her secondarg educationI 

From here on, Elze was on her ownI
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HOOKED

O n Tuesday morning, Harvey breezed into the ocle as usua6 
at around :45. awmw, larrying t-o 6arge, dutyfSree larrier bags 

bearing the p-iss kag and DalAed -ith giSts Sor the desAw He lasuf
a66y droDDed them on the koor, 6ogged in to his trading slreens and 
lhelAed his emai6 beSore taAing a Se- minutes to debrieS Bave on the 
lonSerenlew xs the morning dragged on, trading remained s6uggish, 
and so Harvey delided to sDread some lheer by handing out p-iss 
lholo6ates, the lonSerenle givea-ays, and other goodiesw “ut a 6arge 
boW remained unoDenedw ’?hat”s in the boW'; Bave asAedw

’Bon1t you -orry, mate0 a66 -i66 be revea6ed,; Harvey reD6ied D6ayf
Su66y, mimilAing Bave1s overuse oS the -ord 1mate1w

xt qq4EE awmw, Harvey niDDed out and returned -ith another boW, 
-hilh he D6aled on the desAw His lo66eagues -ere lurious0 some gathf
ered around, their eyes VWed on the t-o unoDened boWesw Then Harvey 
dramatila66y revea6ed the lontents4 one he6d a 6arge bronze lo-be66 
the size oS a Sootba66 -ith a heavy bro-n 6eather straD0 the other, a 
lustomfmade -ooden Srame -hilh he NuilA6y assemb6edw He D6aled 
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the lomD6eted Srame on the koor in the gaD bet-een t-o trading 
desAs, susDending the lo-be66 by its 6eather straD -ithin it, and 6eaned 
balA in his xeron lhair to admire his handi-orAw

’Lile,; said one oS the trainees, her luriosity DiNued, ’-hat”s it 
Sor'; 

’2t”s a DroDer p-iss lo-be66, Fmma,; Harvey reD6ied -ith a grinw 
’Fvery time one oS us maAes ten grand or more, 2 -ant you to ring the 
be66 6oud6y to motivate the others, oAay';

’pure,; Fmma said, D6eased to be invo6ved in Droleedingsw
Kriday arrivedw 2t had been Nuiet a66 -eeA0 the be66 hadn”t been 

rung, not even l6osew xt q4%E Dwmw Iondon time, the Rwpw Treasury 
BeDartment -as due to re6ease a series oS elonomil indilators, and 
everyone -as on edgew Historila6 data, the LonfKarm Mayro66, deterf
mined -hether bond Driles -ou6d rise or Sa66w 2S the data Dointed 
to elonomil gro-th, bond Driles -ou6d D6ummetw 2S they sho-ed 
-eaAness, they lou6d ra66yw The room -as a Dressure looAer0 a66 eyes 
-ere on the overhead digita6 l6olA as the q4%E dead6ine aDDroalhedw

The numbers sho-ed strong gro-th in the 6ast Nuarter and robust 
LonfKarm Mayro66 Vgures indilated stronger elonomil DerSormanle 
in the Rwpw The marAets -ent into a Srenzyw 2ta6ian government bonds, 
in Dartilu6ar, tooA a beating, Sa66ing over –‘ during the aSternoonw 
xmid the lhaos, Ieigh Gan-aring 9 Harvey1s selond in lommand 
9  Sound himse6S entang6ed in a Drelarious trade0 he1d been YhooAed”w 
He”d bought a tranlhe oS bonds Srom a banA in Iondon and tried to 
se66 them on to 7ue6ders “anA in Potterdam, but the Butlh banA had 
balAed a-ay at the very 6ast moment, as sudden6y, the Drile had Sa66en 
sharD6yw The desA no- Saled a Dotentia6 RpB 5E,EEE 6oss un6ess they 
lou6d Vnd another buyerw ?ith no lhoile, they had to se66 beSore the 
day -as out, even iS it meant se66ing at any Drilew 2nterfdea6er broAers 
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-ere Sorbidden to taAe Dositions, and strilt6y LO Dositions -ere to be 
larried overnight, 6et a6one over a -eeAendw

Ieigh ended uD -ith a qE mi66ion 6ot at FRP J:w.E in but the best 
bid they1d managed so Sar -as FRP J:wq–.w Manil -as setting in as the 
l6olA tilAed to-ard marAetfl6ose an hour a-ayw 2n desDeration, Ieigh 
-ith eyes -ide and -ith -hites sho-ing around both irises, 6ooAed to 
Harvey Sor he6Dw Harvey thought Sor a moment amidst the ralAet oS 
the trading roomw ’Iet me have a -ord -ith my lontalt at Fide6mans0 
2 may have some inkuenle there,; he said la6m6y above the noise oS the 
desA as he hit the button triggering F6ze”s number on sDeedfdia6w phe 
DilAed uD straight a-ay, aggressive6y in her standard oDerating tonew 
Bave”s ears DrilAed uDw

’7ood aSternoon, F6zew 2t”s Harvey Srom 7urneysw po, you made it 
home saSe6y';

’He66o, Harveyw !es, 2 got in -e66 aSter midnight, didn”t get mulh 
s6eeDw ?hat lan 2 do Sor you'; Her voile -as me66o-w 2t -as the Vrst 
time she had la66ed him Harvey on the desA 6inew

’2 Ano- it”s 6ate, but -e”ve been hooAedw 7ue6ders “anA balAed 
a-ay Srom us at the 6ast minute,; he eWD6ainedw

’?hat issue'; she asAed l6inila66yw
’2ta6y, qE mi66ion in the qEf!ear –EqCw; 
’Mrile';
’J:w.Ew; 
’jeez, 2 lan”t Day thatw Iet me see, J:w5. 2 lan do in qE mi66ion,; F6ze 

lounteredw
’7ive me a selondw; Harvey stood and sho-ed the bid to his desAw 

Kaling his lo66eagues, Harvey raised his voile, ’2 have a J:w5. bid in 
2ta6y, qEf!ear –EqCw Ten Gi66ionw;

x hush momentari6y deslended over the desA0 the tension Da6Dab6ew 
Then, Ieigh1s voile rang out, ’GineJ;
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Harvey immediate6y l6ilAed balA in to lonVrm the tradew ’ThanAs, 
F6zew !ou bought qE Gi66ion 2ta6y qEf!ear –EqC at J:w5.w;

’HaDDy to he6Dw Ka66 me neWt -eeA as -e dislussedw Have a good 
-eeAend, Harveyw; K6ilA, she -as gonew

Harvey”s eyes again met Ieigh”s -ho had koDDed balA into his 
lhairw He -as intense6y re6ieved, he Ane- deeD do-n he1d dodged a 
bu66etw 

’Lile one,; Bave said, giving Harvey a thumbsfuD as he tooA a la66 
Srom a l6ientw

The others l6aDDed, inl6uding Fmma, -ho -as ne- to the Vrm but 
-as haDDy to share in the desA”s lo66eltive re6ieSw Ginutes 6ater, Ieigh 
made his -ay over to the lo-be66, griDDed the hammer and rang it 
6oud6yw Fveryone 6ooAed at ealh other in surDrisew

’?ho”s made ten grand'; Harvey shouted eWDeltant6yw
’Lo one,; Ieigh beamedw ’“ut you Lust saved us Srom eating a 

Sortyfgrand 6ossJ; as he shooA Harvey”s handw
’The drinAs are on mew The Hatlhet at siWJ; Ieigh announledw 
’2 lan”t,; Fmma said re6ultant6y, ’2”m meeting my boySriendw;
’“ring him a6ong,; Ieigh suggestedw
’Kome Sor a NuilA one, Fmma,; insisted Harveyw
’!ou Ano- it maAes sense,; Bave said, Ditlhing inw Fveryone 

6aughed and Fmma haDDi6y agreed to Loin themw
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SIZE TO SUIT

O n Monday, Harvey arrived at the oc0e at 6:5.6 amwm shen hik 
dekp ghone ranTm uo hik kErgrike, it sak lzSem bhe sak 0azzinT 

hiw fe;ore the warpet ogened“ a fit peen, he thoEThtm
”MorninT, Harvey,I khe kaid in a ;riendzy tone, ”? hoge yoE had a 

Tood seependYI
”Fek, thanpk to yoE,I Harvey regzied, sonderinT shy lzSe had 

0azzed ko earzym ”uhanpk aTain ;or 0owinT to the rek0Ee on DridaymI 
”’onWt wention it, HarveymI
”Nhat 0an ? do ;or yoE, lzSeYI he akped, peen to pnos shy khe sak 

0azzinTm
”Ne aTreed in 'agzek yoEjd 0owe to the oc0em Ne 0an To ;or zEn0h 

a;tersardk, qEkt the tso o; Ekm ?Wve Tot kowethinT ?Wd zipe to rEn gakt 
yoEmI

”bEre, qEkt zet we pnos shenm ? donWt thinp any 1TErek are dEe thik 
seep, ko thinTk khoEzd fe PEietm Nhen did yoE have in windYI

”Hos afoEt toworros, kay VV566 amwm at oEr oc0ek near btm 
AaEzjkYI
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”Aer;e0t,I Harvey regziedm 
”Nhen yoE arrive, akp ;or we at re0egtionm uhey sizz dire0t yoEm bee 

yoE then, Harvey,I lzSe kaid and khe ended the 0azzm
’ave overheard the 0onverkation“ he pnes that Harvey had azz fEt 

ke0Ered the lidezwan a00oEnt fEt didnjt sant to froad0akt itm ”NinB
ner sinner, 0hi0pen dinner,I he kaid PEietzy, an ozd TawfzinT ghrake 
that re0oTniked a waqor vi0tory or kE00ekkm

”?tk not in the faT yetm Jzoke fEt no 0iTar,I regzied Harvey wodB
ektzy, sith an idiow ;row the ;En;air eram He hadnjt 0owgzetezy kE0B
0eeded, fEt he pnes it sak onm

Harvey arrived growgtzy at lidezwan xrotherkW oc0ekm He kiTned 
in at re0egtion and sak dire0ted to the ke0ond Goor, shere lzSeWk 
akkiktant wet hiw at the zi;tm Drow there, they sent to the tradinT Goor, 
a hETe ketBEg the kiSe o; a ;ootfazz git0hm lzSe introdE0ed Harvey to the 
head o; tradinT and then to her 0ozzeaTEek on the ORO dekpm Drow 
there, they sent to zEn0h at a neszy ogened uErpikh rektaErant at 
the tog o; Jheagkidem uhey kat oEtkide Ender the Tiant garakozk, ak 
even thoETh it sak earzy ‘Ene, there sak ktizz a 0han0e o; rainm lzSe zit 
a 0iTarette, rea0hed over, Traffed an akhtray ;row the adqa0ent tafze, 
and ;o0Eked her attention on Harveym

”? pnos seWve onzy qEkt ktarted tazpinT, and ? donWt reazzy pnos yoE 
;row Ldawm ? pnos yoEjve tried regeatedzy to Tet we to gi0p Eg, and 
yoE have, khazz se kay, Tone the e–tra wize to wape that haggenm My 
iwgrekkion ik yoE pnos shat yoEWre doinT, and yoEjre peenm Hosever, 
;or Ek to kE00eed, ? need wore than the gzainBvanizza kervi0ek o; an 
?’xmI

”…o on,I kaid Harvey, kzidinT to the edTe o; hik keat, he didnjt sant 
to wikk a sordm Nhy had khe re;eren0ed jEkj he thoETht to hiwkez;m 

”?tWk sezzBpnosn that traderk ktrive to grevent the warpet ;row 
pnosinT the ikkEek they tradem ? never khos wy interekt in fEyinT and 
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kezzinT zarTe gokitionk, gre;errinT inktead to try to wove the warpet in 
the dire0tion ? ;avoEr to wa–iwike the retErn on 0agitaz azzo0ated to 
wy foopm lvery fiTBti0pet trader doek the kawemI 

bhe kigged her xadoit kgarpzinT wineraz sater, eyeinT hiw 0zokezy, 
TaETinT hik rea0tionm 

”xy EkinT an interBdeazer froper, ? dikTEike shat ? khos the warpetm 
uhik fe0owek even wore 0riti0az in the 0ake o; hiThBrikp fondk, fondk 
sith, kay, 7dic0EztW 0redit ratinTk, the Kprainian Tovernwent, and deft 
ikkEed fy zarTe -Ekkian and uErpikh 0owganiek or their kovereiTnkm 
lven thoETh theke fondk khoEzd trade at kgreadk afove Kmbm ureaB
kEriek, in gra0ti0e, they o;ten donWt“ i; there are no fEyerk 8 there are 
no fidkmI 

Harvey nodded gErgoke;Ezzy to khos her he Enderktoodm 
”4nosinT thik, ? 0an o;ten gEkh the gri0e aroEnd, in kowe 0akek, 

fy ak wE0h ak 1ve gerB0ent in a day,I khe 0ontinEedm ”xEt azz the 
rikp ik on we“ ? Tet it sronT, the zokkek 0an fe trewendoEk, attra0tinT 
the attention o; wy fokkekm One o; the dire0tork thinpk ? qEkt tape a 
Tawfze, shi0h iknjt trEe, at zeakt not sith the fanpWk woneym Nhat 
?Ww kayinT, Harvey, ik that in;orwation ik pinT, and traderk zipe we Eke 
froperk zipe yoE to dikTEike their tradek, inGEen0e gri0ek, and try to 
wanigEzate trendkm ?; ? had to khos wy orderk EkinT a kinTze eze0troni0 
gzat;orw, ? 0oEzd never trade gro1tafzym lPEity warpetk have dark 
pools to Tet aroEnd gza0inT orderk on e–0hanTekm uhe deft warpetk Eke 
?’xk to dikTEike their 0zientkj orderk,I lzSe kaid, 1nikhinT her anazykik, 
e–ge0tinT Harvey to 0owwentm

”? qEkt 1zzjew and fizzjewm ?Ww gaid a 0owwikkion shether yoEr 
tradek wape woney or notmI 

”uhatWk ger0egtive,I lzSe kaid kar0akti0azzy, kErgriked fy Harveyjk 
wer0enary tone o; ghrakem ”Lnd i; ? aTreed to gay yoE a TeneroEk 
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0owwikkion that sak kowehos re0y0zed to we, or khoEzd ? kay Ek, then 
that soEzd rewove the need ;or we to zoop any ;Erther, soEzdnWt itYI

”? TEekk it soEzd,I Harvey regzied, EnkEre o; shat sak on o3erm 
”?k thik an arranTewent yoE soEzd fe gregared to ;a0izitateYI khe 

akped, zoopinT Harvey ktraiTht in the eye, her voi0e nos deadzy kerioEkm
”NhatWk in it ;or weYI Harvey kaid, gzayinT ;or tiwe“ he ktizz saknjt 

kEre shat lzSe sak o3erinT hiwm
”HandzinT the a00oEnt o; one o; the fiTTekt Nazz btreet fanpk, 

wore woney than yoEjve ever dreawed o; 8 the pEdok o; feinT a tog 
grodE0er inktead o; an azkoBran%I 

uhere sak a gaEke“ Harvey sak khapen fy lzSeWk derikive rewarpm 
”bhoEzd ? To onYI khe akped iwgatientzym ”FoE keew En0ertainm FoE 

donWt ktripe we ak a rikpBtaperm Lre yoE a rikpBtaper, HarveyY NhatWk 
the fiTTekt rikp yoE have ever tapenYI khe qaffed at hiw verfazzym 

”?Ww an interBdeazer froperm ? wat0h orderk, fEyerk sith kezzerk, and 
yek, ? Tet gaid a wodekt 0owwikkion on ea0h ti0pet,I rekgonded Harvey 
de;enkivezym ”?Wve 0rokked the zine on0e or tsi0e“ kyghoned o3 kowe 
woney dErinT a kEwwer qof on0e, fEt nothinT that soEzd 0oEnt ak 
ewfeSSzewentm bo yek, ?Ww fanT Eg ;or itm ‘Ekt tezz we shat yoE need 
we to do,I he ktated ewghati0azzy, he ;ezt hik 0heepk GEkh and heart 
rate PEi0pen“ hik 1Tht or GiTht rekgonke had retErnedm Harvey had 
0agitEzated Ender the rezentzekk grekkEre ;row lzSem uhen he rewewB
fered i; he didnWt 0onkozidate hik sorp to date ke0ErinT the lidezwan 
a00oEnt, hejd have to 0over the 0okt o; hik trig to 'agzek hiwkez; and 
hik regEtation sith hik kenior wanaTewent soEzd fe rEinedm 

uhen, qEkt ak i; koweone had Gigged a ksit0h, lzSe annoEn0ed, 
”Opay, Toodm uhatWk enoETh khog ;or the wowentm RetWk have a drinp, 
khazz seY ?Wzz have a Tin and toni0m Mape it kiSe to kEit, sizz yoE, HarB
veymI jbiSe to kEitj sak another o; akpinT ;or a doEfzem 
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lzSeWk voi0e sak nos 0owgzetezy 0azw and reza–ed, and khe, too, sak 
feTinninT to enqoy the earzy kEwwer kEnkhine“ khe zit another 0iTaB
rettem Nhen the drinpk arrived, lzSe repindzed their 0onverkation, fEt 
thik tiwe in a wE0h wore awenafze tonem ”RetWk weet aTain toworrosm 
? needed to fe kEre o; yoEr 0owwitwent fe;ore ToinT to the ne–t zevez, 
ko ? had to gEkh yoE earzierm ? have kowe thoEThtk ?Wzz khare sith yoE 
thenmI

”Dine, qEkt zet we pnos sherem ?jzz have to kteg oEt, ak sazzk have 
eark, i; yoE pnos shat ? weanmI 

”? Enderktandm RetWk weet at lz UinoWk a;ter sorp toworros,I khe 
regzied sith a wik0hievoEk kwizem ?t sak the ke0ond tiwe Harvey had 
keen lzSe kwize, reveazinT her iwwa0Ezate and ger;e0tzy aziTned teeth 
8 azz iwgzantkm lzSe 1nikhed her drinpm 

”Opay, Harveym ? have to rEn nos“ Tot to Tet fa0p to the oc0em bee 
yoE toworrosmI

”? thoETht se sere havinT zEn0hYI Harvey kaid, kErgriked fy lzSeWk 
kEdden degartErem

”? donWt have tiwe today, ?Ww a;raidmI
”Opay, kee yoE toworrosmI
uhey e–0hanTed pikkek on ea0h 0heep, lzSe ze;t and Harvey kettzed 

the fizzm  He sondered i; hejd kaid kowethinT to triTTer her kEdden 
degartEre, then dikwikked itm ?t sak the 1rkt tiwe they had kaid Toodfye 
zipe that, he thoEThtm

uhe ;ozzosinT eveninT, Harvey wade hik say to lz Uinok ;or hik 
rendeSvoEkm Lk he aggroa0hed the fottow o; the ktairk zeadinT dosn 
to the fakewent far and rektaErant, he 0oEzd kee lzSe sak azready there“ 
he overheard her 0onverkinT in Dren0h on her ghonem Harvey pegt hik 
diktan0e fEt raiked hik hand ko that lzSe wiTht kee hiwm bhe fe0poned 
hiw over, and Harvey PEi0pzy kErveyed the tafzek, zoopinT ;or the fekt 
avaizafze onem bhe 1nikhed her 0azz and Tres iwgatient that Harvey had 
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not kettzed at a tafze, ko khe wade the keatinT de0ikion ;or hiw and kat 
dosn shere ;eser geogze sere kittinTm lzSe toop her qa0pet o3 and 
hEnT it on the fa0p o; a 0hair, Harvey did zipesikem He noti0ed the 
Max Mara zafez inkide her qa0pet, gart o; the Trey tsoBgie0e taizored 
kEit he had keen her in the seep fe;ore, thik tiwe sorn sith a 0reaw 
kizp fzoEkem Her ger;Ewe sak Enderktated, not overgoserinT ak sith 
ko wany sowen in the Jity“ he had no idea shi0h one it sak, fEt it 
sak kziThtzy kseetBkwezzinT sith gea0h and roke notekm Harvey goEred 
ea0h o; thew a Tzakk o; sater ;row the 0ara;e on the tafze, and they Tot 
dosn to fEkinekkm

”bo, shat did yoE thinp o; wy grogokazY ’id yoE have any PEekB
tionkYI lzSe akped, qEwginT ktraiTht inm

”Dirkt, lzSe, ? sant to thanp yoE aTain ;or faizinT Ek oEt zakt Dridaym 
? azko sant yoE to pnos ?Ww gerkonazzy 0owwitted to hezginT yoE 
a0hieve yoEr ofqe0tivek, in0zEdinT the other ktE3 yoE wentionedm ?; 
? have to fend the rEzek a zittze, then ko fe itm ? qEkt need yoE to tezz 
we shatWk invozved ko ? 0an orTanike thinTk on wy end,I Harvey kaid 
kin0erezy, shizkt zoopinT intentzy at lzSem

”Ret we rEn throETh hos ? kee Ek sorpinT toTether,I khe kaid 
0on1dentzym ”?Wzz Eke yoE ak wy gre;erred froper to 1zz wy orderkm ?Wzz 
gay yoE a wore TeneroEk 0owwikkion than wy hoEke froperk, kay 1ve 
fakik gointkm uhatWk afoEt three tiwek shat ? EkEazzy gaym bo, on a 
oneBwizzionBdozzar ti0pet, …Erneyk wapek Kb’ .66m ? trade kiSe, deazk 
o; Kb’ V66 wizzion or wore, ko yoEjzz wape Kb’ .6,666 on averaTe, 
khe e–gzainedm ”FoEWzz re0eive afoEt !62 o; that in yoEr fonEk fy wy 
re0poninT 8 ? fezieve yoEr fonEkek are gaid tsi0e a year“ riThtYI 

”uhatjk riTht,I Harvey 0on1rwedm bhe 0ertainzy pnes her ktE3, he 
thoETht to hiwkez;m

”Knder thik arranTewent, yoE sizz re0y0ze ki–ty ger 0ent o; yoEr 
0owwikkionk shen yoEr fonEk ik gaid, fEt not dire0tzy to wem ?nktead, 
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yoE sizz ogen an a00oEnt at …zofaz Marpetk ?nde–, the kgread fettinT 
1rw, and Ender wy dire0tion, yoE sizz gza0e fetk on kto0p warpet 
indi0ek zipe the M?x and the ’LNm Lre yoE sith we ko ;arYI 

”Nhy 0anWt yoE ogen yoEr osn a00oEntYI Harvey akped, he sak 
gESSzedm

”Dor tso reakonk5 one, ?Ww not azzosed to, wy 0ontra0t no zonTer 
gerwitk itm Lnd tso, ?Wve wade ko wE0h woney ;row tradinT the 
lErogean indi0ek that …M? have 0zoked wy a00oEntm ?Ww fad ;or their 
fEkinekk“ they zoke too wE0h woney to wemI

”uhatjk gretty 0ooz,I Harvey regzied, iwgrekked fy shat hejd qEkt 
heardm

lzSe 0ontinEed, ”L;ter three wonthk, yoEjzz akp ;or, fEt reazzy deB
wand, a kiTni10ant in0reake in yoEr 0owgm uhik ik not a gay rike“ itjk 
an in0reake in the ger0entaTe khare o; the 0owwikkionk yoE Teneratem 
FoEjzz akp ;or 1;ty ger 0ent o; the woney yoE wape on ea0h ti0pet, 
and theyjzz Tive it to yoE“ othersike, yoEjzz threaten to To roEnd to 
one o; their 0owgetitork,I khe e–gzainedm ”uhey sonWt sant to kee 
Harvey Dazzon, nos one o; their tog grodE0erk, head oEt the doorm 
NhatWk wore, theyWzz grofafzy try and zo0p yoE into a tsoByear rozzinT 
0ontra0tm ’oek that wape kenkeYI Her voi0e thoETh deterwined sak 
0azw and reza–ed“ khe totazzy Enderktood the gky0hozoTy o; …Erneyjk 
kenior wanaTewent and had thoETht it azz throEThm

”? Tet itmI Harvey kaid ak he kwizedm He sak gzeaked at the grokge0t 
o; a kerioEk Egzi;t in hik earninTk, not to wention the pEdok o; fropinT 
one o; the Jityjk fiTTekt and wokt grektiTioEk Lweri0an fanpkm 

”'os, Harvey, i; anyone 1ndk oEt afoEt oEr arranTewent, it sizz 
fe over, and ?Wzz wape zi;e very dic0Ezt ;or yoEm ’o yoE EnderktandY 
FoE 0annot dik0Ekk thik sith anyfody“ i; yoE do and ? 1nd oEt, it sizz 
fe overm Lny PEektionkYI khe akpedm

”Fekm Nhy are yoE doinT thikYI
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lzSe gaEked ;or a wowent“ then5 ”-evenTeOI khe hikkedm ”lveryB
shere ?Wve sorped, ?Wve feen gaid zekk than wy geerk 8 azz wenm My 
kazaryjk zoser, and wy fonEkek are wE0h zekk ;or doinT the kawe qofm 
lven nos, wy fokk thinpk ? qEkt tape a Tawfze“ they treat we zipe an 
idiotm ?tWk ak i; ? wape Eg the nEwferk ko the fanp zoopk zipe it ewgzoyk 
itk ;air khare o; sowen in 1nan0em ? ;eez zipe ?Ww here to drekk the 
0orgorate sindos“ no one tapek we kerioEkzym uhatWk shyOI Her 0heepk 
sere GEkhed, her gEgizk dizated“ khe sak anTry, and khe weant itm lzSe 
rea0hed inkide her MEzferry handfaT ;or her 0iTarettek and zit onem bhe 
toop a deeg dras and e–hazed, zoopinT ;or HarveyWk rea0tion to shat 
khejd qEkt kaidm

”FoEjre no idiotm ?n ;a0t, yoEjre PEite the oggokite,I Harvey kaidm 
He sak kho0ped fEt e–0ited fy shat lzSe tozd hiw“ he nos Enderktood 
shere her ni0pnawe 0awe ;rowm 

”Lnd shat afoEt the fetkYI he akpedm ”LkkEwinT the fetk ? gza0e on 
yoEr fehaz; 0owe Tood, hos do ? 0hannez the woney fa0p to yoEYI 

”uhatjk eaky,I lzSe regzied sith a zoop o; kez;Bkatik;a0tionm ”?; ? need 
to fEy a vizza in bgain, dekiTner pit0hen, a kgortk 0ar, an e–oti0 hoziday, 
or a gie0e o; 1ne art, ?Wzz Tet thew to gEt yoEr nawe on the invoi0e or 
fizz o; kaze and kend it to yoE ;or gaywentmI

”LTreed,I Harvey regzied, iwgrekked fy foth the k0heweWk kiwgzi0B
ity and itk inTenEitym ”Jan ? gza0e the kawe fetk tooYI 

”O; 0oErke, fEt sith yoEr osn woney and EkinT a di3erent 1rwmI
”Hos sizz yoE zet we pnos shi0h fetk to gza0eYI
”?Wzz invite yoE to a 0hatroow on one o; thoke datinT sefkitek shere 

yoEWzz fe azerted to wy wekkaTekm bo, do se have an aTreewentYI khe 
akpedm

”’oneOI Harvey kaid enthEkiakti0azzym ”Jan se Tet that drinp 
nosYI
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”Nait a winEte, Harveym ? need to pnos ?Wve gi0ped the riTht wanm 
uhere 0an fe no ;oEzBEgk, no 7?Ww korryW and no ToinT fa0pmI

Harvey zooped Eg at lzSe, a TrosinT deterwination in hik eyek, ”? 
Tive yoE wy kozewn growike, ?Wzz never dikaggoint yoE, lzSe“ ?Wzz do 
shatever yoE akp,I he vosedm  

”uhereWk a 0oEgze wore thinTk, Harvey, ? need to Tet ktraiTht sith 
yoEmI

”…o on,I he regzied nervoEkzy“ he ktizz saknjt oEt o; the soodk yetm
”?Wve heard that yoEWre gogEzar in the warpet, fEt yoE have a regB

Etation ;or e–0ekkive drinpinT and gi0pinT 1Thtk shen yoEWre gikkedmI 
uhat ktatewent kho0ped Harvey, and he tezeTraghed it to lzSem 
”uhatWk Tot to ktogm FoE have to fe in 0ontroz at azz tiwek,I khe kaid 

dikarwinTzym ”? donWt wind yoE havinT a drinp“ it Toek sith the terriB
tory, fEt ? donWt sant yoE to drinp to e–0ekkm ak yoE rikp TivinT asay 
shat sejre doinT, or yoE 0oEzd zoke yoEr qof, and that soEzd have a 
kerioEk iwga0t on we Tiven shat sejve dik0Ekkedm …et 0oEnkezzinT“ kee 
a gky0hotheragikt to hezg yoE wanaTe yoEr az0ohoz 0onkEwgtion and 
yoEr anTerm Jan yoE do that, HarveyYI

”? TEekk ?Wzz have to,I Harvey kaid rezE0tantzym He sak ktizz reezinT 
;row her rewarpk afoEt hik drinpinT and anTer wanaTewentm Harvey 
pnes hejd have to radi0azzy 0hanTe hik fehavioEr to kervi0e her fEkiB
nekk, to fe0owe gart o; her gzanm

”Lnd one wore thinT,I khe 0ontinEed, ”? sant yoE to Tet yoEr zi;e 
inkEred sith we ak the fene10iary in 0ake anythinT khoEzd haggen to 
yoEm uhatWk wy TEarantee yoEWzz woderate yoEr fehavioEr and not gEt 
yoErkez; and oEr fEkinekk in qeogardymI 

”Opay, lzSe, on0e se ktart tradinT, ?Wzz do ak yoE akpm ? TEekk seWre 
ToinT to fe qoined at the hig and in thik ;or the zonT haEz,I Harvey 
regziedm ”xy the say, hos wE0h ik wy zi;e sorth to yoEYI 
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”One wizzion goEndk,I lzSe regzied, ktonyB;a0edm ”FoEWzz eakizy fe 
afze to a3ord the grewiEwk ;row the 0owwikkionk yoEjzz earnmI

”? TEekk ? sizz,I Harvey aTreedm He ;ezt zipe a TanTkter had qEkt 1tted 
hiw Egm Nhat Harvey didnWt reazike sak that ;or hik zi;e to fe inkEred, 
he soEzd have to kEfwit to randow az0ohoz and drET tektkm ?; he ;aized, 
lzSe soEzd fe in;orwedm

”…oodm RetWk Tet that drinp nos,I lzSe de0zared haggizy“ khe had 
Harvey qEkt shere khe santed hiwm

”biSe to kEitYI he akped sith a Trin, EkinT the e–grekkion lzSe Eked 
the day fe;orem

”…o ;or it,I khe anksered gErgoke;Ezzym 
uhey kgent the ne–t hoEr dik0EkkinT the inde–ek and the fondk he 

wiTht fe akped to kge0Ezate on, fEt fe;ore lzSe ze;t, khe rewinded 
Harvey o; their aTreewentm

”Harvey, gzeake rewewfer shat ? kaidm 'o ;E0pEgk and no ToinT 
fa0pm ?Wzz kend yoEr detaizk to the inkEran0e 0owgany ? sant yoE to 
Eke, and theyWzz fe in toE0hm OpayYI 

”uhatWk 1ne,I regzied Harvey ak lzSe Tot Eg to zeavem He sak kErB
griked fy qEkt hos PEi0pzy thinTk sere wovinTm 

'os that he sak azone, Harvey ordered another drinp and reGe0ted 
on their dik0Ekkionm He 0oEzdnWt fezieve hejd aTreed to the thinTk he 
had5 to woderate hik fehavioEr, 0hanTe hik zi;ektyze, and Tet hik zi;e 
inkEredm xEt then, he reakoned, i; thik sak the gri0e o; kE00ekk, he sak 
wore than gregared to gay itm 

MidBworninT the ne–t day, Harvey Tot a 0azz ;row Lnton Ra Ua0he, 
hik fokk, to To Eg and kee hiwm Harvey didnWt zipe Lnton“ yoE sere 
onzy ak Tood ak yoEr zakt trade in LntonWk eyek, and every year, and to 
peeg everyone on their toek, he 0Ezzed at zeakt one Enderger;orwinT 
froper ;row ea0h dekp, kowetiwek tsom Harvey didnWt zipe ToinT into 
hik oc0e either, a zarTe darp roow sith the fzindk gerwanentzy drasnm 
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?t had a ktranTe odoEr ;row azz the ktE3 he pegt in there, wewentoek 
;row 0oEntzekk e–oti0 hozidayk rEwoEred to in0zEde khrEnpen hEwan 
headk ;row a trife in AagEa 'es …Eineam He dres a deeg freath, kas 
that Lntonjk door sak ogen and a0pnoszedTed hik ke0retary fe;ore he 
sazped in,”FoE santed to kee we, Lnton,I he kaid, ;apinT a khazzos 
kwizem

”Fek, tape a keat,I regzied Lnton, not fotherinT to zoop Egm He sak 
ktEdyinT the froper 0owwikkion ktatk ;or the grevioEk wonthm 

”?Wd rather ktand i; yoE donWt windmI
”bEit yoErkez;,I Lnton kaid, zoopinT Eg ;row the regortm ”? heard 

afoEt zakt Driday, Tood sorp TettinT another zine into lidezwan 
xrotherkm Nejve feen tryinT ;or a shizemI

”uhanpk,I Harvey regzied wodektzym ”?t azz ktewwed ;row the ?xuL 
0on;eren0e, Lntonm ? sak haggy to hezgm ?jve devezoged a Tood rezaB
tionkhig sith one o; their EgBandB0owinT traderk,I he kaid 0on1dentB
zym Harvey pnes hos to fzos hik osn trEwget, shi0h he zearnt earzy 
on in hik 0areer“ every kE00ekk;Ez froper did the kawem

”FoE kaved Ek ;row tapinT a fath,I Lnton a0pnoszedTedm
”…ettinT hooped 0an haggen to anyonem ?t reazzy degendk on hos 

yoE Tet oEt o; itm uhe dekp soEzd have done the kawe ;or we,I Harvey 
e–gzainedm

”Hos wE0h do yoE e–ge0t to Tenerate ;row the lidezwan a0B
0oEntYI Lnton akped“ the PEekt ;or additionaz revenEek sak azsayk on 
hik windm 

”Hos zonT ik a gie0e o; ktrinTY Hos zonTWk yoEr ozd 0hagYI regzied 
Harvey Giggantzym He didnWt zipe wapinT gredi0tionk afoEt ;EtEre 
0owwikkionk“ in the interBdeazer froperaTe fEkinekk, nothinT sak ;orB
ever, and it 0oEzd eakizy fe hezd aTainkt hiw zater onm
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”…ive we a fazzgarp 1TErem ? sonWt hozd yoE to it,I regzied Lntonm 
Harvey thoETht ;or a wowent“ the ktranTe odoEr in the oc0e sak 
a3e0tinT hik 0on0entrationm

”usezve to 1;teen wizzion dozzark gmam“ degendk on the kiSe and 
;rePEen0y o; the ti0petk,I he kaid, deziferatezy e–aTTeratinT the 1TErem 
He pnes he soEzd koon have to reneTotiate hik 0ontra0t sith Lntonm 

”uhatjzz wape yoE one o; oEr tog grodE0erk, Harvey,I Lnton 
regziedm

”?tWk a TEektiwate, Lntonm FoE akped ;or a 1TEre, and ? Tave yoE 
onemI

”Nezz, peeg it Eg, Harveym ?Wzz fe tapinT a peen interekt in the lidezB
wan a00oEnt ;row nos onmI 

'ot ak wE0h o; an interekt ak ?Ww tapinT, Harvey thoETht to hiwB
kez;, ”?n that 0ake, ?Wzz frinT yoE wy e–ek ;row 'agzek,I he annoEn0edm 

”Hos wE0hYI Lnton akped, zoopinT Eg aTain ;row the regortm
”LfoEt 1ve faTk,I Harvey regzied, EkinT the kzanT hejd gi0ped Eg 

;row ’avid ’ETTan, shize at the kawe tiwe zoopinT ;or LntonWk 
rea0tionm 

”? 0an do that,I aTreed Lnton, sith a rare kwizem ”Nhojk yoEr 
0onta0t at lidezwan xrotherkYI 

”lzSe Dontaine,I regzied Harveym
”?knjt that the LdderYI
”bowethinT zipe that, Lntonm bhejk wikEnderktoodmI  
Nith that, Harvey ze;t the oc0e“ the Enidenti1ed odoEr wade hiw 

;eez PEeakym 
On hik say fa0p to the dekp, Harvey noti0ed the fakpetfazz hoog 

and gEttinT gra0ti0e tooz had feen reinktatedm Harvey gi0ped Eg the 
gEtter, gza0ed a Toz; fazz on the gra0ti0e wat, gokitioned hiwkez; and 
hozed an eiThtB;oot gEttm lwwa 0zaggedm
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”?Wve ktizz Tot it,I he kaid, raikinT hik arwk in a vi0tory ktan0e, fe;ore 
rewovinT hik qa0pet and retapinT hik keat on the dekpm 




